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Extreme Love Day 1 
 

“And the Lord God made clothing from animal skins 

for Adam and his wife. Then the Lord God said, 

‘Look, the human beings have become like us, know-

ing both good and evil. What if they reach out, take 

fruit from the tree of life, and eat it? Then they will 

live forever!’ So the Lord God banished them from 

the Garden of Eden…” —Genesis 3:21–23a NLT 

 
HOW IS THIS extreme love? After Adam and 

Eve chose to disobey, they felt the first nega-

tive emotion: shame. God did not shame 

them; it was the result of knowing what 

they were never meant to know. Unlike 

many human parents who continue to add 

to a wayward child’s embarrassment, God 

killed one of his creatures to make clothing 

and lessen their shame. 

Did you grow up with “Shame on you!” 

ringing in your ears? Some adults use this 

phrase to control children’s behavior, but it 

pours contempt on a child’s head. God nev-
er intended for us to know shame. When 

Adam and Eve did experience shame, it was 

God himself who provided a temporary so-

lution. 

God banished his children from the gar-

den paradise he had made for them. God 

never intended for us to know evil. When 

he sent Adam and Eve away from the gar-

den, it was so they would not have to live 

with evil forever. Death would now be a 

grace-filled release from the hard life ahead. 

As a young person, I never thought 

much about death, and certainly not my 

own. The longer I live, the more I under-

stand the deep, anguish-filled love of God. 

When I know the place he is preparing for 

me, when I know I can trust his sacrifice for 

my sins, I can trust his extreme love plan—

eternity with him. 

 

Lord, the psalmist wrote that you do not 
take any delight in the death of your chil-
dren. Yet death is a provision to free us from 
the painful results of living in shame amidst 
all the evil around us. It is also the door 
through which we pass to live with you for-
ever. Thank you for your extreme love, 
providing a solution through Jesus Christ, in 
whose name we pray. 
 
Karen Helsel, Sunnyside, Washington 

 



In the Arms of Love Day 2 
 

But you, dear friends, carefully build yourselves up 

in this most holy faith by praying in the Holy Spirit, 

staying right at the center of God's love, keeping 

your arms open and outstretched, ready for the mer-

cy of our Master, Jesus Christ. This is the unending 

life, the real life! —Jude 20–21 MSG 

 

ON APRIL 21, 2012, a baby boy was born into 

our family. His name is Ezra Ryan Shrout. 

He weighed in at 9 pounds, 9 ounces and 

was 21¾ inches long. When my son placed 

his son in my arms, it was a moment that I 

will never forget. My son got up from where 

he was and, without my asking, brought his 

son over and placed him in my arms. As I 

looked down at this little baby boy, I prayed 

for his safety, his growth into manhood, and 

that one day when God stirs his heart, he 

will reach out to God and accept him as his 

own personal Savior. 
My heart was full of praise to God for 

bringing this little one into the world and 

our family. Right there in my heart, I wor-

shiped and gave praise to God. I expressed 

my great love to him. I was also reminded as 

I held my little grandson in my arms that 

God holds me in his arms the very same 

way. Many times when I have prayed for the 

sick, I will pray something to the effect that 

we are lifting up the sick person and placing 

him/her into the arms of God. 
Living in the arms of God, letting him 

hold me and comfort me as I comforted my 

new grandson, is the place where I want to 

live. I believe that if we make room for God 

in our life, he will show up. He will hold us. 

He will protect us. God is more excited 

about spending time with me than I am 

with my grandson. What a wonderful, lov-

ing, and powerful God we serve! 

 

Dear Lord, may I this day be mindful of you 
holding me in your arms. May I always be 
aware of your unfailing love and grace. May 
my response to you be extreme love that 
flows out of my heart! Walk with me this 
day and forevermore. Amen! 

 
David I. Shrout, Executive Coordinator for the 

Churches of God in Oregon and Southwest Washing-

ton 

 



Known for Our Love Day 3 
 

“Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 

This is the first and greatest commandment. And the 

second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

—Matthew 22:37–39 NIV 

 

SOMEONE ASKED ME, ”What is your church 

known for in the community?” I quickly rat-

tled off some of our congregation’s minis-

tries and programs—Kings Way School, 

missions, children’s ministry (I did not men-

tion great preaching)—but later that ques-

tion started to haunt me. What are we 

known for? 

My mind was taken to Matthew 22: 37–

39. The religious leaders of Jesus’ day would 

get together and argue amongst themselves. 

Ultimately they were asking, “Of all the 

commandments, what is the greatest com-

mandment?” 

So they came to Jesus. Jesus knows that 

this question is much too important to leave 

it vague. So he quoted Deuteronomy 6, a 

well-known passage of the Hebrew Bible 

that contains the foremost ordinance for the 

nation of Israel concerning their God. 

So Jesus essentially says, “If you take all 

613 commandments and boil them down, 

they boil down to two. And really out of the 

two, one flows from the first. This becomes 

the chief barometer for a follower of Jesus 

Christ and for his church. 

So how are we known in the city around 

us? Is the church known first and foremost 

as a church that passionately loves God and 

loves others around us? If it’s not, then let 

me just suggest that we have missed the 

main thing. 

It’s not our programs and activities. As 

good as some of those things can be, they’re 

not the end. They are a means to an end. The 

end, the one command, the one imperative, 

is to love. 

It would be great to be known as the 

people who love God! 
 

Father, When I contemplate the love with 
which you have loved me, I am very aware 
of the fact that I don’t love you as you de-
serve. I want to cling to the One who per-
fectly loved you, to Jesus Christ. We ask that 
your Spirit might break our hearts, soften 
us, and show us the love which you have 
given us. May we love others with that love. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Donald Doe, Pastor, First Church of God, Vancou-
ver, Washington 

 



He First Loved Us Day 4 
 

“….Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and 

the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 

troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble 

with the comfort we ourselves have received from 

God.” —2 Corinthians 1:3–4 NIV 

 
Jesus calls us to comfort others, offer peace, 
and share truth because we have been com-

forted, we have received peace, and we have 

learned truth. 

Remember Jesus’ striking words in Mat-

thew: “For I was hungry and you gave me 

something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 

me something to drink, I was a stranger and 

you invited me in, I needed clothes and you 

clothed me, I was sick and you looked after 

me, I was in prison and you came to visit 

me”(25:35–36 NIV). 

This heart for others is not contrived or 

forced. It is the humble response to the great 

gift of love we’ve experienced. I was a single 

homeless mother that was grieving life 

when Jesus sent someone to love me. I was 

clothed not only physically but in right-

eousness. I drank deeply for the first time in 

years. I drank from the Living Water. I was 

released from the prison of addiction and 

stepped into the freedom of redemption. I 

was given shelter from earth’s elements and 

provided the shelter of eternity. Jesus intro-

duced me to life that I never knew existed, 

all because someone loved Jesus enough to 

love me. First John 4:19 says, “We love be-

cause he first loved us” (NIV). 

We do not have to be afraid to love oth-

ers extravagantly, completely, and uncondi-

tionally. When we love others, we are simp-

ly introducing them to the Friend who “will 

never leave you nor forsake you” (Josh 1:5). 

Our love for others, while it may seem 

costly at times, is truly an extension of the 

love that Jesus first showed us. While we 

were yet sinners—hungry, thirsty, strange, 

naked, ill and imprisoned—HE LOVED US. 

Shouldn’t our response be as generous as 

Christ was to us? “Out of the most severe 

trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme 

poverty welled up in rich generosity” (2 Cor 

8:2 NIV1984). 

 
Dear God, thank you for finding me with 
Your love. Thank you for changing my life 
with Your love. Help me not hold back from 
loving others, but to demonstrate Your love 
for others just as Jesus did for me. Before 
this day ends, may I have an opportunity to 
offer Your extravagant love to someone. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

Christy L. Pittman, Minister, Lynchburg, 

Pennsylvania

 



God’s Extreme Love in Times of Trouble Day 5 
 

My child, don’t reject the LORD’s discipline, and 

don’t be upset when he corrects you. For the LORD 

corrects those he loves, just as a father corrects a 

child in whom he delights. —Proverbs 3:11–12 NLT 

 
LIFE COMES with both prosperity and adver-

sity. We naturally want to honor the Lord 

in prosperity (Prov 3:9–10). We rejoice 

when the bank account has enough in it, 

when we have all the food we need, when 

the house doesn’t have some major problem 

that needs fixed, and when our health is 

good. Yet when trouble comes our natural 

tendency is to pull away, to question, or 

even to resent God for allowing this trouble 

to happen. If we can honor God in prosperi-

ty, can we also honor him in adversity? 

How many of us have been disciplined 

by God? How many of us have had to disci-

pline a child (our own or others)? Why do 

we do this? Discipline in its truest form 

comes from love. It comes from a desire to 

see a child grow up healthy, wise, and safe. 

Discipline is an act of protection. Discipline 

is an act of love. God does not take joy in the 

adversity and suffering of his people. He 

does not force trouble upon us. No father 

forces a child to do something harmful or 

dangerous just to teach them a lesson, but a 

good father will use the wrongdoing of a 

child to instruct and correct. 

God’s love for us doesn’t ignore the 

troubles we face in life. God’s love speaks 

into our troubles to lead us toward a better 

and more complete relationship with God. 

May we humbly accept the discipline of 

God as an act of love as we seek to follow 

him. 

 
Dear God, help us to accept all that your 
love brings into our lives. Help us to trust 
you in the midst of trouble. Guide us 
through the hardships of life into a more 
complete relationship with you. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 

 

John Mattern, Senior Pastor, First Church of God, 

Greensburg, Indiana 

 

 



A Person of Exceptional Worth Day 6 
 

“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do 

you not perceive it? I am making a way in the desert 

and streams in the wasteland. The wild animals hon-

or me, the jackals and the owls, because I provide 

water in the wilderness and streams in the waste-

land, to give drink to my people, my chosen, the peo-

ple I formed for myself that they may proclaim my 

praise.” —Isaiah 43:19–21 
 

AS JESUS DIED, the sun grew dark, the earth 

quaked, the wind blew, and the veil in the 

temple was torn apart. This veil separated 

the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies, so it 

separated everyone except the high priest 

from personal contact with God. The tear-

ing of the veil signified that now every man, 

woman, boy, and girl has personal access to 

God. 

Jonathan, one of my online students 

said, “Real dignity comes from the reality 
that God sacrificed Jesus his Son for you. At 

times, we forget that we are worth dying 

for.”1

Knowing this motivates us to fulfill 

Jonathan’s next words: “As a redeemed be-

liever, I want to follow Christ and carry out 

his purpose and mission for my future!” This 

enables us to become transformational serv-

ant-leaders who allow God to fulfill his 

purpose and mission for our future. 

 He’s right, yet this fact often goes right 

over our heads. God says each of us is a per-

son of exceptional worth and extravagant 

value to him. He describes us as “my chosen, 

the people I formed for myself that you may 

proclaim my praise” (Isa 43:21 NIV). 

God has placed within you the ability to 

fulfill your highest potential: to dream great 

dreams and see them become realities. In 

order to reach this awesome goal, pray this 

life-purpose power prayer: 

 

Empower me, Lord, by your Son, to become 
all you created me to be. Energize me, Lord, 
by your Spirit, to accomplish all you call me 
to do. Then work through me to transform 
the lives of those I love and lead. Amen. 

 

Dr. Sam Bruce, Sam & Sandie Bruce Ministries, 

Florence, Mississippi  

 

                                                      
1 Jonathan Moyer, “Leadership Theory & Practice” 
Course, Mid-America Christian University. 



Showing Love on the Way Day 7 
 

How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and 

one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the 

ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and 

seeketh that which is gone astray? And if so be that 

he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth more of 

that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which went 

not astray. Even so it is not the will of your Father 

which is in heaven, that one of these little ones should 

perish. 

 

—Matthew 18:12–14 KJV 

ONE SATURDAY MORNING before attending a 

golf fundraiser, I had devotions and prayer. 

During my prayer time I had an overwhelm-

ing urge to seek God’s guidance for me that 

day so I could do his will. As I went to my 

car, I noticed one of my tires was a low. So I 

headed to the corner Speedway gas station, 

only to find I could barely get in the lot be-

cause a big tractor trailer was there to re-

plenish pumps with gas. 

My initial reaction was to go to another 

location for air or drive out to the course 

and put air in my tire after golf, but I waited 

to see how the situation would unfold. I 

waved to the truck driver and shouted over 

to ask if I could get closer to the air hose. 

He shook his head no but then came 

over to say in a jovial way, “Sir, we have to 

be extremely cautious because the slightest 

spark can cause an explosion, and you might 

get into heaven, but because of the way I 

am, I might not make it in!” As he walked 

back over to the truck where he was work-

ing, I quickly called that we should take 

care of the situation right now. He wel-

comed a discussion with me! 

I learned that not only had he contem-

plated giving his life to Christ, but his 

mother and other relatives had been praying 

for his salvation for years. We finally prayed 

together and celebrated his decision with a 

handshake and hug. This man was in his late 

fifties yet still had time to make a change of 

a lifetime. 

I ended up being late to my outing yet 

still managed to get my full round in at the 
links, but all day long all I could think about 

was receiving and sharing God’s love so that 

the lost sheep could pray the prayer of salva-

tion at Speedway. 

 

O God, today allow me to be a vessel for 
you. During my travels in life, allow me to 
see through your eyes the opportunities to 
demonstrate your love by helping someone 
find their way. In Jesus’ name, amen 
 
Dave Wess Sr., Director of Ministry Operations, 

Dayspring Church of God, Cincinnati, Ohio 

 



Love that Overflows Day 8 
 

And may the Lord make your love for one another 

and for all people grow and overflow, just as our love 

for you overflows.” —

 

1 Thessalonians 3:12 NLT 

IN THIS CHAPTER of his letter to the Thessa-

lonians, Paul is expressing some concern 

over the spiritual condition of the church 

there. They are experiencing some severe 

trials and Paul sends Timothy to see if their 

faith is holding firm. He is ecstatic at the 

news that their faith—and especially their 

love—has stood the test. 

I realize too often how impotent I am in 

my own strength to face or overcome the 

trials of life. But I am also encouraged by the 

words Paul emphasizes to these embattled 

believers in Thessalonica: overflowing love. 

This is an extraordinary, God-empowered 

love. The Thessalonians knew that the abil-

ity to love people who were causing them 

problems—in other words, the ability to 

love their enemies—could only come from 

God. It’s the kind of love that lives in the 

person who is full of the Holy Spirit and his 

operative power. It’s extreme love.  

In financial terms, it’s like being able to 

spend lavishly with the interest from your 

invested principle. It’s dividend love. God’s 

great love in us is the principle, and he ena-

bles us to love others with the excess, the 

overflow, the dividend love! 

 

Holy God, I need you to fill me and trans-
form me into the kind of person who would 
rather love his enemies than fear them or 
fight them. I know that’s only possible if 
your excessive love lives in me. Fill me so 
that your love is the principle upon which I 
am yielding dividends. And may that divi-
dend love cast out all fear and equip me to 
love extremely—even those who seek to 
hurt me. Amen. 

 

David Bish, Senior Pastor, Tri-County Church of 

God, Dubois, Pennsylvania 

 



Showing God’s Love in China Day 9 
 

This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he 

loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to us to take 

away our sins. Dear friends, since God loved us that 

much, we surely ought to love one another. 

—1 John 4:10–11 NLT 

 

IN APRIL OF 2012, I went to China on a medi-

cal mission with Project Partner. I was 

blown away by the love I saw expressed 

from our team to a community that com-

prised an under-resourced rural village. 

Most of the forty-one persons on our 

team were medical professionals who used 

their personal vacation time and paid their 

own way to serve the poor for a week. Their 

servant hearts created a sacrifice I’ll never 

forget. 

The chief of staff for an emergency room 

in a large hospital in a wealthy city brought 

five of his team with him. We made home 

visits on winding roads in driving rain to 

diagnose, treat, and pray for elderly and in-

fants that couldn’t travel for treatment—

and did it with joy. We visited homes where 

the conditions were deplorable. At times we 

didn’t have electricity or running water. Of-

ten tears welled up in our eyes when we re-
alized that there was little we could do with 

the best medical treatment there was to of-

fer. So we prayed. And when we prayed, the 

joy and sincere peaceful gratitude expressed 

by the Christians we served was over-

whelming. They gave more to us in this les-

son of faith than we gave to them in material 

help. 

Nurses and lab techs visited the local 

grade school to teach personal hygiene and 

AIDS awareness. They played games with 

the children, taught them songs, and hugged 

them. Amazingly, the Chinese school ad-

ministrators gave them an opportunity to 

share their personal faith, so they boldly 

told the story of Jesus in a country where 

the gospel is usually not allowed in the pub-

lic school. 

Dentists, doctors, nurses, emergency re-

sponders, and some regular nonmedical 

people like me gave routine physicals to 

more than seven hundred students. (They 
even found a job I could do. I held a clip 

board on the top of children’s heads so we 

could check their height.) 

I was so profoundly affected by that 

week that when I returned, I changed my  

e-mail password to loveoneanother. 

 

Lord, thank you for those times when heav-
en touches earth and earth becomes more 
like heaven. And thank you for empowering 
us to live out our extreme love for you by 
showing our extreme love for others who 
could not help themselves. 

 
Gary Kendall, Lead Pastor, Indian Creek Commu-

nity Church, Olathe, Kansas 

 



Love in the Gloom Day 10 
 

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and 

singing hymns to God… —Acts 16:25a NIV 

 

“Do you trust me? Do you love me? Jump!” 

Those were words I said to my two-year-old 

daughter after putting her on the hat rack as 

I donned my coat. She was our daredevil, so 

I thought she would leap without hesitation 

into the arms of her loving, tall, strong dad. 
But she couldn’t. She would lean toward me 

a little, but couldn’t trust me enough to 

jump. It wasn’t about jumping; it was all 

about trust. 

Extreme love for God is all about trust-

ing him enough to obey in the small mo-

ments. Paul and Silas woke up to such a 

moment. They had shown their extreme 

love for God earlier as the crowds betrayed 

and beat them—but now, no glory, no fan-

fare, no invitation to greatness. Only a hard 

decision as they swooned with pain. Com-

plain or sing? Trust or question? Leap into 

God’s arms or stay on the hat rack? It was 

all about trust. It still is. 

Extreme love is seldom exhibited in the 

adrenaline-driven moment of great chal-

lenge. Those without Christ can do that. 

Extreme love is revealed in the gloom-

shadowed moment when we have been 

emptied of all spiritual and emotional re-

serves. It is when we wake up bleeding, 

moisture dripping off the walls, abandoned 

by friends, with rats running across our legs. 

In such a moment as that, the highest ex-

pression of sacrificial love is possible—a 

love vastly different from anything the 

world does. When there is no fanfare and no 

one is around to watch, will we complain or 

sing? 

 

Lord, open our eyes to your disguised invita-
tions to trust you, to love you extremely. 
 

Herb Shaffer, Senior Pastor, New Song Community 

Church, Bethel Park, Pennsylvania 

 

 



To Love God Is to Love Others Day 11 
 

“What is written in the Law?” [Jesus] replied. “How 

do you read it?” He answered: “ ‘Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, 

‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ ” “You have an-

swered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you 

will live.” 

 

—Luke 10:26–28 NIV 

A RELIGIOUS EXPERT once asked Jesus what 

he must do to inherit eternal life, and Jesus 

gave this reply. The cleric then asked Jesus a 

reasonable question: “Who is my neighbor?” 

In response, Jesus unveils the parable of the 

good Samaritan—which immediately chal-

lenges the ethnocultural, socioeconomic, 

and political barriers previously constructed 

by the religious establishment in first centu-

ry Palestine. Samaritans had been cast as 

outsiders in Jewish culture, yet it is a dis-

parate character that Jesus uses to highlight 

the power of love in human form. 

If we are to love God, then we ought to 

lean in to what and who God loves.  

It seems to me that through Christ, God 

erases the line between the insiders and the 

outsiders.  

This requires amazing grace. 

Each day that I go to work, I engage a 

multiplicity of relationships. From students 

to donors to staff and faculty, to neighbor-

hood citizens and city leaders—I am con-

stantly surprised at how often my love for 

Christ is largely what I have to offer as I en-

ter into difficult situations. I am convinced 

that to practice loving God is to practice 

loving others.  

In Luke 10, Jesus is preaching an upside-

down worldview. He is simply unafraid to 

announce to the world that to love God is to 

challenge the constructed status quo. Ac-

cused of dining with sinners and befriend-

ing gamblers and robbers, Jesus doesn’t 

blink. God’s love flourishes in the midst of 

brokenness.  

As we live out this day, perhaps our de-

votion to God can be practiced as we 

demonstrate his love to our neighbors? Per-

haps this is a call to the Church of God? 

 

Lord, turn our love of God into a love of our 
neighbors, so that they may know you 
through the actions and love of your follow-
ers. May we remember that you came to 
seek and to save those who are lost—help 
us to love who you love. Let us be like the 
good Samaritan in reaching across socially 
constructed barriers to clothe the naked, 
comfort the afflicted, support the weary. 
God, our world is in desperate need for your 
love to be lived out through our lives each 
and every day.  
 

Andrea Cook, PhD, President, Warner Pacific Col-

lege 

 



Loving God Becomes Your Story Day 12 
 

“Hear O Israel, The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 

Love the LORD your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your strength.”  

—Deuteronomy 6:4–5 NIV 

 
The command to love God is as old as the 

Bible itself. Centuries before Jesus came, the 

Israelites were given the instruction of Deu-

teronomy 6. But when you ponder the 

words of verse 4, the idea of love is like a 

skeleton. Without the organs and flesh, it 

isn’t particularly attractive. Love may have a 

definition like: “Unconditional positive re-

gard”, but the skeleton needs life, move-

ment, emotion! Loving God must take on 

life; it must breathe; it must become your 

own story. 

Certainly David would have learned as a 

child the instruction of Deuteronomy. Psalm 

18 reflects a day in the life of this young sol-

dier-poet when he celebrated the actions of 

a loving God who had rescued him from un-

told danger and calamity. He composes a 

song that begins with these words, “I love 

you, O LORD, my strength. The LORD is my 

rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God 
is my rock, in whom I take refuge.” 

Without giving us battlefield particu-

lars, David rejoices in the story that he and 

God have written together. David’s psalm is 

a song about his great need and God’s per-

fect protection.  

To love God is to know the word of 

command; then it is to begin the walk that 

writes an original story with your name in 

it. 

 
Heavenly Father, today I receive the com-
mand to love you as your extreme invitation 
to care about me and walk with me. We 
have written many pages of my story with 
you already. Now I want the page for this 
day to be the best it can be as we walk to-
gether. I love you, Lord. You are my strength 
and my deliverer. Where will we go? What 
will we write today? I love to anticipate how 
you will prepare the way for our journey. 

 
Robert G. Christensen, Senior Pastor, Mt. Scott 

Church of God, Portland, Oregon 

 

 



A Lifetime of “Yes, Lord!” Day 13 
 

“I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 

give you hope and a future. Then you will call on me 

and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 

You will seek me and find me when you seek me with 

all your heart. I will be found by you,” declares the 

LORD, “and will bring you back from captivity. 

—Jeremiah 29:11–14 NIV  

 
THOSE VERSES have been a theme of my life 

and ministry. At the end of my sophomore 

year of college, I became pastor of a country 

church near the Florida–Alabama state line. 
I was bivocational, doing construction work 

along with pastoral ministries. Within a few 

months of trying to balance it all, I became 

discouraged, disillusioned, and ready to quit 

the ministry.  

I lived near Enterprise, Alabama, home 

of The Monument to the Boll Weevil. Cotton was 

the major crop that made the farmers 

wealthy; but an infestation of boll weevils 

destroyed cotton crops. Someone intro-

duced the farmers to peanuts, which they 

substituted for cotton. Boll weevils don’t 
like peanuts, so they left them alone, and the 

farmers made more money off peanuts than 

they ever had off cotton. As a result, city 

leaders erected a giant boll weevil statue: “In 

profound appreciation of the Boll Weevil and what it 

has done as the herald of prosperity this monument 

was erected by the citizens of Enterprise, Coffee 

County, Alabama.” The county was catapulted 

into unprecedented wealth and hope be-

cause of a destructive insect. 

Not far from that monument to a boll 

weevil, I knelt by the couch and began to 

pray, “God, I’m tired of playing ministry 

games, playing church, playing Christian. I 

declare before you that I want to get in all 

the way or get out. I’m at the end of myself; 

at the end of sloppy ministry and sloppy liv-

ing. I want you to be Lord of my life, my 

ministry, all of me.”  

In those moments of personal surrender 

to my Lord, I sensed the extreme love of 

God warming my heart, and I knew that my 

life would never be the same. It was the be-

ginning of an unbelievable lifetime of minis-

try.  

 

O God, I want to live saying, “Yes, Lord!” 
Keep me there, I pray in your awesome 
name! Keep my heart warmed with your 
extreme love and share it through me with 
those I love and lead. Amen. 

 
Sam Bruce, President, Bruce Ministries, Florence, 

Mississippi 

 



It Began with a Prayer Request Day 14 
 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I 

have loved you, so you must love one another.” 

—John 13:34 NIV 

 

VERONICA is a successful business lady in 

our congregation who continually shares 

the extravagant love of Christ with others. 

She has a marvelous gift of networking with 

people and boldly proclaims the gospel 

through her network. Her willingness to 

share the extreme love of Christ brings 

power to her sharing of the gospel. This past 

year through one of her network contacts, 

she was presented with a prayer request. 

The contact shared that she had a friend 

who had just given birth to her second child. 

It was a premature birth and the baby 

weighed only one and a half pounds. The life 

of baby Calen was in great jeopardy. 

Veronica naturally agreed to pray for the 

baby. However, as she did, she was filled 

with great compassion for the mother of the 

newborn child. She found how to make con-

tact with the mother and asked if she might 

come to the hospital to anoint and pray for 

the baby. Note that she had never met the 

mother. The mother willingly invited her to 

come and pray over baby Calen.  

It was through this initial touch of love 

that a relationship began to build. The par-

ents lived in another town from the hospi-

tal. The father was traveling back and forth, 

trying to hold down his job and care for his 

family. Veronica began to take meals to the 

hospital, bought gas cards for the father’s 

travel, and found many ways in which to 

share Christ’s extreme love. 

Veronica involved her young adult 

daughter in this process of sharing Christ’s 

extreme and extravagant love. This ministry 

of compassion went on for several months. 

Baby Calen began to gain weight and grow. 

His lungs completed their development. 

Then came the day that Veronica received a 

call that baby Calen was being dismissed 

from the hospital to go home a strong 

healthy boy. Baby Calen’s parents asked 

that Veronica come and have a meal with 

them for a time of celebration. 
Today, the parents of baby Calen (new 

believers!) have invited Veronica and her 

family to the baby’s first birthday party. 

They have truly experienced the extreme 

and extravagant love of Jesus through his 

faithful servant, Veronica. 

 

Lord, help us to see the opportunities you 
place before us each day to love as you 
would love. May the extreme love you have 
bestowed upon us cause us to be extrava-
gant in sharing your love with one another. 
Amen. 
 

Claude Robold, Pastor, New Covenant Church, 

Middletown, Ohio  

 



Going Up! Day 15 
 

“I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be 

ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that 

now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, 

whether by life or by death.”—Philippians 1:20 NIV 

 
THE BATTLE was fought long and hard. Par-

kinson’s disease. Slowly it took away my 

dad’s physical vitality. All of his life, Dad did 

not have a slow gear. He was always on the 

move, tackling whatever job needed to be 

done. From preparing and preaching a ser-

mon, cooking meals at a youth camp, rush-

ing to fix an overflowing toilet with plunger 

in hand, to raking the little-league infield 

during one of his son’s ballgames, he at-

tacked life with gusto. 

Everything he did demonstrated his love 

for God. This was at the very core of who 

my father was. Because of this extreme love 

for God, Dad had a way about him that al-

ways seemed to exude the joyful presence of 

Jesus—sometimes to the embarrassment of 

his children, namely me. 

Several years ago, my dad wanted to vis-

it a friend in the hospital. I drove him. In the 

hospital, as we stepped onto the crowed el-
evator, Dad immediately greeted everyone. 

Instead of turning to face the door, like all 

normal people do, he stood there, facing 

those in the elevator and stated: “Going up! 

I’m going up, all the way up one day! How 

about you?”  

Dad possessed a truly joyful anticipation 

of the day that he would go up all the way. 

It was not just a song and dance or the 

standard expectation due every preacher. It 

was a genuine eagerness to be with the One 

he loved with all his heart, soul, and 

strength. 

As we watched dad’s physical life ebb 

away, we saw his love and trust in God 

grow stronger. Towards the end of his 

earthly life, he was more heaven-aware than 

earth-bound. The very moment God called 

dad to his eternal home, the palpable pres-

ence of God was evident to all who were 

there. 

Our extreme love for God isn’t a one-
time experience. Nor is it something that is 

felt from time to time. It is an all-consuming 

fire that permeates all that we are and af-

fects everything we do.  

 
Lord, remind me today of all you have done 
for me and of all you have gifted and called 
me to do. Whether I live or die, may I glorify 
you in my body by showing concern for oth-
ers and by expressing faith in all circum-
stances. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

 
Tim Kufeldt, Senior Pastor, Dayspring Church of 

God, Cincinnati, Ohio 

 

 



Even When We Don’t Love Him Day 16 
 

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 

While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

—Romans 5:8 NIV 

 
HAVE YOU EVER been in love? It's a wonder-

ful thing. You share with each other, respect 

each other, protect each other, and fulfill as 

many of the I Corinthians 13 attributes as 

possible. It's not hard to love someone who 

treats you that way and responds positively 

to your love. Most Christians have devel-

oped such relationships with spouses, chil-

dren, and special friends. We all desire to be 

loved. You cannot be a healthy individual 
until you know that you are loved.  

But what if people you love don't re-

spond in that manner? What if they ignore 

you and refuse to spend time with you? 

What if they actually talk against you and 

act in ways that are totally opposite of your 

expectations? Would you still love them? 

Most of us would agree that we would be 

tempted to forget them and move on to oth-

ers who showed more response to our ex-

pressions of love.  

What if we knew that, despite our ef-

forts, they would never love us? It takes a 

strong will to maintain that love for them. 

In fact, unless they are family members, we 

probably wouldn't pursue the relationship.  

Christ died for us, knowing that some of 

us would never return his love. He knew 

some would scoff at his sacrifice and ignore 

his pleas for reconciliation. He loved us an-

yway. He took the initiative in dying for us 

before he knew how we would respond. 

This amazing, sacrificial, and overwhelming 

love moves us to desire a personal relation-

ship with him. He receives us not as his 

equals but as his children. He loves us as a 

parent, gently nudging us toward the right 

path, correcting us when we stray, and re-

joicing when we respond to his love.  
Don't forget it—you are loved.  

 

Father, may we comprehend the height, 
depth, and width of your extreme love for 
us. 
 

Thomas W. Bates, Senior Pastor, Bayside Communi-

ty Church, Safety Harbor, Florida 

 

 



A Costly Sacrifice Day 17 
 

A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned 

that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she 

came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. As she 

stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to 

wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with 

her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 

—Luke 7:37–38 NIV 

 
WITHOUT A DOUBT, something far out of the 

ordinary was happening. A “woman of the 

street” had broken cultural norms, knelt at 

Jesus’ feet, poured expensive perfume on 

them, and wiped them with her hair. Those 

looking on were stunned. Only Christ 

grasped the significance of what was really 

happening: extreme love for God. 

However, the most extreme love for God 

seems only reasonable, given who Christ is 

and what he has done for us. And he has the 

capacity to be loved by the whole world for 

eternity. 

The woman’s extreme love in this story 

illustrates several components that give 

clarity for others who want to practice it. 

Her love was tangible. It was expressed to a 

flesh-and-blood person who experienced 

this tender act of caring. It was intense. Her 

whole person was given to this. She was 

weeping. 

It involved an inordinate amount of per-
sonal expense. Extreme love for God will 

invariably cost us a great deal.  

There was nearness to God. Are we 

near enough to him to listen well and hear 

clearly, even when he whispers?  

At the same time, there was distance 
from society’s expectations. What she was 

willing to do was far removed from the 

norms of polite society. What do we need to 

separate ourselves from, in order to live out 

an extreme love for God? What bold things 

are we willing to do as a result of our delight 

in God and his interests, thoughts, ways, 

and timing? 
 

Dear God, let my love for you move me to 
much deeper and more significant levels of 
commitment. May I gladly make whatever 
efforts needed to tangibly express that to 
you and others. Amen. 
 

Ryan Chapman, Credentials Services Coordinator, 

Church of God Ministries, Anderson, Indiana 

 



A Covenant of Friendship Day 18 
 

After David had finished talking with Saul, Jona-

than became one in spirit with David, and loved him 

as himself. From that day Saul kept David with him 

and did not let him return to his father’s house. And 

Jonathan made a covenant with David because he 

loved him as himself. Jonathan took off the robe he 

was wearing and gave it to David, along with his 

tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his belt…And 

Jonathan had David reaffirm his oath out of love for 

him, because he loved him as he loved himself.” 

—1 Samuel 18:1–4; 20:17 

 

DAVID AND JONATHAN became “one in spirit” 
as their close friendship continued to devel-

op over time. Their acquaintance turned in-

to friendship, which morphed into a deep 

abiding brotherly love, or what one would 

call an extreme love for each other. Several 

key characteristics of extreme love surface 

from the story. 

Extreme love builds a relationship 
that lasts through the thick and thin of 
life. Their mutual covenant was forged in 

good times, yet held its bond through the 

most difficult of days. Saul’s intense jealousy 

of David led to repeated attempts of David’s 

murder. Jonathan knew his father was in the 

wrong and stayed unflinchingly true to Da-

vid.  

Extreme love removes the layers of 
pretense to become extremely vulnerable. 

In the beginning of their relationship, Jona-

than intentionally removed the barriers that 

could have prohibited growth and depth of 

friendship. He laid it aside and opened him-

self up in order to go farther in their depth 

of connection. 
Extreme love gives personally, sacrifi-

cially, and disarmingly to the point of 

great risk. Jonathan progressed in his com-

mitment to David by completely disarming 

himself of guarded or protective measures. 

He lays aside his sword, bow, and belt for 

his friend. His personal and sacrificial 

presentation to David literally says, “I’m 

willing to risk it all for you!” 
Even after Jonathan’s death, David con-

tinued to honor their covenant by taking 

care of Jonathan’s crippled son (2 Sam 9:1–

13).Extreme love continues on! 
 
Dear Father in heaven, thank you for the 
model of extreme love we see demonstrated 
between Jonathan and David through the 
many difficult and trying years. Help us to 
desire such a love among our friends. May 
we seek to go farther and deeper in the key 
and trusted relationships in our life. In Christ 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

Vernon Allison, Senior Pastor, First Church of God, 

Sidney, Ohio 

 



Angry at God? Day 19 
 

Then Job replied to the LORD: “I know that you can 

do all things, no plan of yours can be thwarted.” 

—Job 42:1 

 

WHEN I WAS THIRTEEN years of age, my 

Aunt Virginia lost her three-year-old son 

Patrick in a tragic accident. She and my Un-

cle Mickey were renting an apartment 

where the water heater was not working 

properly. The water coming out of the hot 

water faucet was barely lukewarm, so for a 

few days she added a bucket of water she 

had boiled on the stove to Patrick’s bath. On 

the night of tragedy, she turned the hot wa-

ter faucet on, not knowing that the water 

heater had been fixed, and then added a 

bucket of boiling water. She called for Pat-

rick to come and get his bath. He ran in, 

jumped in the tub filled with scalding hot 

water and was burned from his neck down.  

They rushed Patrick to the hospital. A 
few days later, he got pneumonia. His little 

body could not take the stress and he died. 

At the funeral, I got angry at a God I did 

not know and did not want to know. For 

the next fourteen years I ran as far away 

from God as I could. I wanted nothing to do 

with a God who caused this much pain and 

suffering to the ones I loved. My uncle also 

turned away from God and to this day 

claims to be an atheist.  

On the other hand, my aunt ran toward 

God, sought his comfort, and committed her 

life to Christ. She was the first person on 

either side of our family who knew God. 

Through her witness and testimony, God 

has called four of us into pastoral ministry 

and thousands of lives have been impacted 

for the cause of Christ.  

When I get to heaven, I want to kneel 

before my King and thank him that he loved 

me, even in the midst of my rebellion. His 

extreme love led him to pay the ultimate 

price on the cross so I could spend eternity 

with him. 

 

Father, I pray for all those who are far from 
you. Build a bridge for them with your ex-
treme love into a personal relationship with 
you that you created through your sacrificial 
death on the cross. Help us to share the 
hope we have with all those you place in our 
paths. 
 

Harold Ferraro, Senior Pastor, New Beginnings 

Church of God, Meadville, Pennsylvania 

 



He Took the Plunge Day 20 
 

For the joy set before him he endured the cross, 

scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of 

the throne of God. —Hebrews 12:2 NIV 

 
ON EASTER SUNDAY 2012, a sixty-five-year-

old man in Hollywood Island, Florida, gave 

his life to save a little girl who was drown-

ing. “Even if my father had known the out-

come,” his daughter later remarked, “he still 

would have done it. He wouldn’t have done 

it to be a hero, but somewhere in heaven, I’m 

sure he’s grinning.” She knew her father felt 

that the little girl, Ruby, was worth the 

plunge. 

The Hebrews writer says that for the joy 

set before him, Jesus endured the cross. 

What was that joy? Becoming known as 

mankind’s hero? Proving his doubters 

wrong with the resurrection? Getting to go 

back to heaven? No, your redemption was 

that joy!  

As horrible as the cross was, Jesus ac-

cepted it with joy because he knew what it 

would do for you. Jesus endured the cross so 

that you might be set free, so that your sins 

might be forgiven, so that you might one day 

get to enjoy the glory of heaven. Jesus knew 

the outcome when he came to earth. But he 

took the plunge anyway, out of his extreme 

love for you. 

 
Father, may your children today, who find 
themselves drowning in their struggles, feel 
your rescuing love. As they cry to you for 
help may they know you are already on your 
way. Remind them you will not be slow to 
come to their aid and that you will jump in 
with them wherever they are. And you take 
the plunge with joy! 
 

Steve Chiles, Senior Pastor, Shartel Church of God, 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
 



He Did the Love of God Day 21 
 

Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each 

other; let us show the truth by our actions. 

—1 John 3:18 NLT 

 

WHEN I WAS a young boy, my father was a 

police officer in a small New Jersey town. 

He left our home one day, never to return. 

He was killed by a person with a weapon 

spraying a hail of bullets in his direction, 

and life as I knew it was over. The hero of 

my life was gone; his love could now only be 

felt through memories. Soon after his death, 

my mother relocated our small family to 

Anderson, Indiana. 

We started attending Sherman Street 

Church of God and became members. I was 

introduced to a brother in the church named 

Jerome Brown. Jerome became a big brother 

to my brother and me. He was someone that 

God used to help mend the broken hearts of 

two little boys. Jerome was the person God 
used to express his extreme love for us. Dur-

ing our time in Anderson, God would use 

many people to express his love for us, but I 

remember Jerome being among the first in 

my life. Jerome used simple but effective 

ways to show my brother and me the love of 

God. He was there with a word of encour-

agement and support, but he also employed 

acts of love. He would take us to his home to 

watch sporting events on TV. He would 

work with us on our basketball skills at a 

playground near his home. He provided 

memberships for us at the local YMCA. One 

very memorable event was a weekend trip 

he and his wife planned for us to Cincinnati, 

Ohio, to watch the Cincinnati Reds play 

baseball. Jerome did not “preach” to us as he 

shared the love of God; he simply and effec-

tively “did the love of God.” 

Because of Jerome’s presence in my life, 

and his actions, God was able display his 

love for me at a time of loss and hurt. 

I know from experience that putting 

love into action is a powerful tool God uses 

to express his extreme love for us. Often it is 

not just what is said that will convey the 
love of the Lord, but it is how it is demon-

strated. Jerome allowed God to use him as 

the vehicle to demonstrate his love. It is true 

that words, lovingly given, are great expres-

sions of God’s love; but the loving actions of 

another person are also powerful expres-

sions of God’s love for us. Both can be life-

lines to save one from death and as a means 

of drawing people to Christ. 

 

O God, use me to show your love to others 
at just the right time. 

 
Calvin Waddy, Senior Pastor, Central Community 

Church of God, Jackson, Mississippi 

 



Transforming Friendships Day 22 
 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; 

the old has gone, the new has come! 

—2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

CRAIG WAS AN ATHEIST who did not believe 

in anything supernatural, spiritual, or eter-

nal. He was living from the premise of “this 

is all there is to life, so live and let live.” 

However, he had a longtime friend 

named Andrea who was a Christian search-

ing for meaning and strength to live her 

faith daily. She and Craig were out shopping 

when she popped the big question: “Will 

you go to church with me?” His response 

was consistent with his atheism, “No. I 

don’t want to go to church and I don’t want 

to talk about your religion. No!” However, 

Andrea was praying for Craig and had asked 

many others to pray. 

Weeks and weeks went by with similar 

responses from Craig. Andrea was chal-
lenged to remain faithful to witnessing to 

Craig. One day, the subject of church came 

up again and Craig relented. He said, “Sure, I 

will go.” She was shocked but excited. Not 

only did he attend that day but began at-

tending regularly. While still very skeptical, 

Craig began asking questions about the 

sermons and worship experiences, even 

purchasing a Bible. Andrea was faithful to 

try and answer his inquiries and satisfy his 

curiosity. 

One Saturday, Craig called to see if An-

drea wanted to do some shopping. This 

would be a shopping experience neither of 

them would ever forget. After spending the 

day together, Andrea felt a bold impression 

to ask another great question: “Craig would 

you like to be a Christian?” Craig said, “Yes, 

I would.” In that moment, Andrea led her 

friend to Jesus while sitting in the car in the 

mall parking lot. When someone is ready to 

be transformed, God is ready to do the 

transformation, even in a mall parking lot! 

Craig followed the Lord in Christian 

baptism just after the 2011 Focus Forty Cel-

ebration Service at Towne Boulevard 

Church. Today, he is a faithful member of 
Towne and serves in various ways through 

that ministry. 

 

O God, help me establish real relationships 
in which I can be used as a faithful witness. 
Give me courage and boldness to share my 
faith with my friends. Keep me from dis-
couragement as I tell my story. Give me 
wisdom as I answer honest questions my 
friends are asking about my faith. And final-
ly, Lord, give me sensitivity to your Spirit 
that I might know when to speak for you, to 
express your extreme love for them. 
 

Mitchell Burch, Senior Pastor, Towne Boulevard 

Church of God, Middletown, Ohio  

 



Blood Sacrifices Day 23 
 

For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and 

fall short of the glory of God, they are now justified 

by his grace as a gift, through the redemption which 

is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacri-

fice of atonement by his blood, effective through 

faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because 

in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins 

previously committed. —Romans 3:22–25 NRSV 

 

LAST JULY, when a gunman opened fire in a 

crowded Colorado theater, people reacted 

instinctively. Some fled via the exits; others 

dove under seats; and three men covered 

their girlfriends with their own bodies. All 

three died in the hail of bullets, but their 

loved ones survived. 

Jon Blunk, Matt McQuinn, and Alex 

Teves were all in their twenties. Say what 

you will about the immaturity of twenty-

something adults; these men knew instantly 
that the situation required sacrifice. Speak-

ing on Meet the Press a few days later, Colora-

do’s governor said, “Heroism isn’t strong 

enough a word” to describe what they did. 

Ironically, they were there to watch the 

newest movie about Batman, a legendary 

“Dark Knight” who roves the streets of a 

great metropolis to thwart villains and res-

cue innocent victims from evil. But the story 

on the screen was nothing compared to the 

true-life drama that took place amid candy 

wrappers and empty popcorn drums that 

evening. 

So do we call these men heroes? 

Knights? Try sacrifices, blood sacrifices. Or, 

to use an archaic word of the King James 

Version, each man made himself a propitia-

tion for his loved one. The word literally 

means “to put oneself forward on behalf of 
another,” to die in that person’s place. 

“Jon just took a bullet for me,” Blunk’s 

dazed girlfriend said afterward. He offered 

to take what was coming her way without a 

moment’s hesitation. So the gunman shot 

him but passed her by. 

Jesus became that kind of sacrifice, the 

ultimate expression of God’s extreme love 

for us. 

 

Lord, how can we thank you for sending 
your Son to die in our place? How can we 
describe the love you’ve shown us in Jesus? 
Words fail us. But help us demonstrate that 
kind of sacrificial love toward others, we 
pray. 
 

Joe Allison, Coordinator of Publishing and Creative 

Services, Church of God Ministries, Anderson, Indi-

ana 

 



Backstory Day 24 
 

[I am] set apart for the gospel of God, which he 

promised beforehand through his prophets in the 

holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who 

was descended from David according to the flesh and 

was declared to be Son of God with power according 

to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the 

dead, Jesus Christ our Lord. —Romans 1:1–4 NRSV 

 
HAVE YOU EVER been talking to someone and 

gotten the feeling that you’re only getting 

half of the story? I have a four-year-old son. 

Welcome to my life. 

A few days ago when I picked him up 

from pre-school, he cryptically told me that 

he “didn’t have a good day.” After a little 

prodding, I was able to get him to admit 

that he was put in time out, but I couldn’t 

quite get him to explain why. When I asked, 

“Why were you in time out?” he’d just an-

swer, “Because my teacher made me sit in 

time out.”  

The conversation was going nowhere 

fast. It was terribly frustrating. “But why 

did she want you to sit in time out?” I asked. 

His answer: “Because I was in trouble.”  

Clearly, I was either being outsmarted 

by a four-year-old, or (the more likely op-

tion) I was simply asking the wrong ques-

tion. After taking a moment to carefully 

word my next question, I asked my son, 

“Did you make any wrong choices today?” 

With sad eyes, he finally admitted that he 

kept playing with toys when he was sup-

posed to be cleaning up. 

Even if you’ve read the Bible through, 

the whole story of God’s love may not be 

apparent to you. Keep probing and asking 

why. Why did God send his Son into this 

world and set him on a course that took him 

to the cross? The story started long before 

that. God was working out a way to demon-
strate his love for you before the world even 

began. Now that is extreme love. 

 

Lord, help me to see that your extreme love 
for me began well before I was willing to 
accept it. Amen. 

 

Josh Boldman, Minister of Youth, White Chapel 

Church of God, South Daytona, Florida  

 



A Loving Covenant Day 25 
 

Others became priests without any oath, but he [Je-

sus] became a priest with an oath when God said to 

him: “The Lord has sworn and will not change his 

mind: ‘You are a priest forever.’” Because of this 

oath, Jesus has become the guarantee of a better cov-

enant…

 

Therefore he is able to save completely those 

who come to God through him, because he always 

lives to intercede for them. —Hebrews 7:20–22, 25 

AS A WRITER, I enjoy dreaming up charac-

ters, settings, and scenes. Then I put my 

characters on stage to act out the words I’ve 

written. Hopefully, I’ve also included dra-

matic conflict and a satisfying ending for the 

reader. 

In the novel I wrote last year, my main 

character fell in love with the young carpen-

ter hired to restore her grandmother’s old 

house. When I wrote the wedding scene, I 

set it in a rose garden on a cliff overlooking 
the Pacific Ocean in southern California. 

Next I did some research on wedding cere-

monies and decided that my characters 

would want to write their own wedding 

vows. 

My characters’ vows have something in 

common with the new covenant God gave 

us in his Son, Jesus. The new covenant is 

God’s promise to us that, through Jesus 

Christ, we can be everlastingly united with 

God in the bond of love. 

Promises made and promises kept: 

These are daily demonstrations of our love 

for another person. Extreme love prompts 

us to promise all that we have and are to the 

person we love the most.  

 

O God, you are the greatest Promise Maker 
of all—and the most faithful Promise Keep-
er! Help me today to keep the promises I 
make to the people I know, because that 
will reflect the integrity and faithfulness of 
the Lord I serve. 
 

B. J. Bassett is a writer who lives at Muscle Beach, 

California. Her first novel is entitled Lily. 

 



Called into Action Day 26 
 

Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, 

and news about him spread through the whole coun-

tryside. 

 

He taught in their synagogues, and everyone 

praised him. —Luke 4:14–15 

SHE HAD NO formal training, just a deep car-

ing for people in her old neighborhood. She 

felt compelled to return there and find ways 

to minister to their physical, emotional, and 

spiritual needs.  

Though she feared rejection from those 

who had known her while she was growing 

up, she boldly approached business and 

corporate leaders for assistance. She shared 

her vision. Out of a storefront with an at-

tached apartment, she began the lifelong 

task of meeting the needs of people and 

pointing them toward God. 

We often feel less capable among those 

we know best: family, friends, members of 

our home church. We may keenly feel that 

we are unqualified or untrained to do what 

God is calling us to do. Yet it’s important to 

remember that the Spirit of God can enable 

us in ways that formal training cannot. 

 

Lord, I feel you calling me to serve others 
with the same extraordinary love that you 
extended to me through your Son, Jesus 
Christ. I feel so inadequate to the task, but I 
know that your Holy Spirit can fill me and 
lead me, just as he led Jesus. So I surrender 
myself to you. I ask that your Spirit will 
guide and energize me to reach others for 
your name’s sake. 
 

Becky Dreger Fauntleroy lives in Anderson, Indiana, 

where she coordinates the work of volunteers at 

Church of God Ministries. 

 
 



A Touch of Divine Love Day 27 
 

Looking at his disciples, he said: “Blessed are you 

who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 

Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be sat-

isfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you will 

laugh. Blessed are you when men hate you, when they 

exclude you and insult you and reject your name as 

evil, because of the Son of Man. 

 

Rejoice in that day 

and leap for joy, because great is your reward in 

heaven. For that is how their fathers treated the 

prophets.” —Luke 6:20–23 

A GROUP  from my church traveled to Atlan-

ta to work with Pastor Kurt Salerno and the 
Church on the Street. The people we en-

countered slept in alleys, scrounged for 

food, and wore the same clothing month af-

ter month. The heartbreaking circumstances 

that brought them to the street had left 

many of them in a cloud of despair.  

One of our jobs at a women’s shelter 

was to sort through clothing donations. It 

was touching to watch women from our 

group select outfits that would look nice on 

our “customers.”  

What does it take to affirm someone’s 

dignity? In some cases it may take some-

thing as simple as a nice outfit for a job in-

terview, an armload of free clothing, and a 

kind word. In reaching out with God’s love 

to those who had no home, our church 

women felt more blessed to be at home in 

the family of God. 

 

O Lord, show us how to touch others with 
your divine love, even by sharing simple 
things like an article of clothing or a cup of 
cold water. 

 

Sally Ferguson is a writer living in Jamestown, New 

York. 

 



Doing Good to the Bad Day 28 
 

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to 

you? Even 'sinners' love those who love them. And if 

you do good to those who are good to you, what 

credit is that to you? Even ‘sinners’ do that. And if 

you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, 

what credit is that to you? Even ‘sinners’ lend to 

‘sinners,’ expecting to be repaid in full. But love your 

enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without 

expecting to get anything back. Then your reward 

will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, 

because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be 

merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” 

 

—Luke 6:32–36 

WHAT IS the difference between a do-gooder 

and a child of God? According to this pas-

sage, even despicable people know how to 

love, do good, and lend to others who are 
good to them. But the Lord has a higher 

standard for Christ-followers. We are to do 

good to people who oppose us. 

When I worked in retail, I discovered 

that customers had a variety of complaints. 

But a listening ear and a kind response often 

helped diffuse a customer’s anger.  

One of the difficult things about obedi-

ence is that it often requires a depth of 

commitment we are reluctant to make. It 

goes against human nature to reach out to 

those who don’t like us. Often my reaction 

to opposition is to lash out at the other per-

son. But God calls us to be patient, kind, 

and merciful. 

 

Lord, help me be an agent of your mercy to 
those around me. Challenge me to go be-
yond charity and neighborliness to sacrificial 
love. 
 

Sally Ferguson is a writer living in Jamestown, New 

York 

 



Remember Who You Are Day 29 
 

When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his 

clothes and returned to his place. “Do you under-

stand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 

“You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for 

that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teach-

er, have washed your feet, you also should wash one 

another's feet. I have set you an example that you 

should do as I have done for you. I tell you the truth, 

no servant is greater than his master, nor is a mes-

senger greater than the one who sent him. 

 

Now that 

you know these things, you will be blessed if you do 

them.” —John 13:12–17 

MY MOTHER urged me, “Remember who you 

are and act accordingly.” She did not want 

me to lose myself in the crowd of kids at 

school, to stoop to the lowest common de-

nominator of behavior. Her gentle chiding 

worked, for I did remember who I was (a 

child of God), and I behaved accordingly.  

In a world full of people who are trying 

to find themselves, many of us wonder who 

we are and why we exist. Secular society 

tells us to focus on ourselves, to reach for 

the top, to accumulate as much stuff as we 

can. And yet, do we remember who we are?  

God is our Father. We are God’s chil-

dren. And as God’s children, we are called to 

serve just as Christ came to serve us.  

Remember today that you are a child of 

God and act accordingly—like a servant. 

 

Father, it’s so easy to forget that you have 
called me to serve others. So easy to be dis-
tracted by the drive to “look out for Number 
One” that I don’t look out for the last and 
least around me. Forgive me for being self-
centered, and keep before me the image of 
your Son washing his disciples’ feet. Give me 
the humble spirit of a servant, I pray. 
 

Melodee Martin Helms is a writer who lives in 

Southern California. 

 



Millions of Reminders Day 30 
 

As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a 

life worthy of the calling you have received. 

—Ephesians 4:1–3 

Be com-

pletely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with 

one another in love. Make every effort to keep the 

unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 

 

I HAD had a hard day at work. Piles of as-

signments with impossible deadlines had 

dampened my spirit. And then one of my co-

workers, herself stressed out from over-

work, vented her frustration on me. I was 

feeling low, insignificant, and unable to do 

anything about it. With slumping shoul-

ders, I made my way out the door. 

But then a minor miracle occurred, one 

of those “ah” moments of God’s grace that 

the Lord so freely bestows. I stepped out 

into the cold night air, looked up, and sud-

denly my eyes were treated to the twinkling 

of millions of stars. I recalled that the Crea-

tor of the universe, who made all the stars in 

the heavens, also made me—and chose to 

call me his daughter. I didn’t have to be dis-

couraged.  

I straightened my shoulders, whispered 

a thank you, and resolved to honor God’s 

love with my best efforts.  

 

Thank you, Lord, for every reminder of your 
love. As the psalmist said, “The heavens de-
clare the glory of God; the skies proclaim 
the work of his hands” (Ps 19:1 NIV1984). 
Even on my down days you lift me up, so 
please use me to do that for others. 
 

Lisa M. Konzen is a seminary student serving an 

internship in South Dakota. 

 

 



Paid in Full Day 31 
 

As the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him 

will never be put to shame.” 

 

For there is no difference 

between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of 

all and richly blesses all who call on him, for, “Eve-

ryone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 

saved.” —Romans 10:11–13 

IT WAS A WARM fall day in the woods of 

northern Wisconsin when the word went 

out that a little boy named Eddy was lost. 

Immediately, resources from the surround-

ing community were put into action. A na-

tional guard unit joined in the search with 

men and women from the school communi-

ty and the sheriff’s department. Whatever 

the price in money and time, it was willingly 

paid.  

Searchers combed the wooded area 

where Eddy was last seen. It was nearly 

dark, eight hours after the search began, 

when the boy was located, safe and sound. 

What a celebration was set off that evening 

when the word spread that the lost had 

been found! 

When humankind was lost in the terri-

ble darkness of sin, God did not spare any of 

the resources of heaven to rescue us. The 

price of our salvation was paid in full. God 

lovingly paid what we could not. 

 

Lord, how can I ever thank you enough for 
paying the ultimate price to rescue me? You 
spared nothing, not even your firstborn Son, 
to bring me back into your family. My heart 
is full of gratitude for your amazing love. 
 

John Little is a retired pastor and former adult cur-

riculum editor for Warner Press, who now lives in 

Anderson, Indiana. 

 



Love at First Sight Day 32 
 

Come with me from Lebanon, my bride, come with 

me from Lebanon. Descend from the crest of Amana, 

from the top of Senir, the summit of Hermon, from 

the lions' dens and the mountain haunts of the leop-

ards. 

—Song of Solomon 4:8–9 

 You have stolen my heart, my sister, my bride; 

you have stolen my heart with one glance of your 

eyes, with one jewel of your necklace. 

 

EVERYONE ENJOYS a good love story. A man 

sees a beautiful woman across a crowded 

room. Their eyes meet, and there is an im-

mediate attraction. A whirlwind romance 

follows, ending in a wedding three months 

later. Observers say it was love at first sight. 

While events like that make for a good 

romantic novel, things seldom work that 

way in everyday life. Love at first sight can 

quickly turn to “get out of my sight!”  

There is a biblical example of love at 

first sight. The Bible declares that God 

knew us and loved us from the very begin-

ning. That love pursues us throughout our 

lives. Nothing can separate us from that 

love. In a world where we often feel alone 

and forsaken, how comforting to know that 

God loved us the first time he saw us and 

has loved us unconditionally ever since.  

Isn’t it good to know that God’s love 

never ends? 

 

Lord, you have swept me away with your 
love. You have consumed me with a passion 
to serve and honor you. I pledge myself to 
you, now and forever. 
 

David K. Lynch is a retired pastor who lives and 

writes in Miamisburg, Ohio. 

 



Indestructible Love Day 33 
 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love en-

dures forever. Let the redeemed of the LORD say 

this—those he redeemed from the hand of the foe, 

those he gathered from the lands, from east and west, 

from north and south… Let them give thanks to the 

LORD for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds 

for men, 

 

for he satisfies the thirsty and fills the hun-

gry with good things. —Psalm 107:1–3, 8–9 

WITH ALL THE ADVANCES in technology, why 

do things seem to wear out so quickly? We 

can build a space station that lasts longer 

than our toaster. We can make a major in-

vestment in a new home, and a few years 

later we’re told that we need replacement 

windows. As we’re about to sign the deal on 

a new car (priced just below the gross do-

mestic product of Argentina), we’re told 

that we need to expend even more for an 

extended warranty to cover parts that could 
fail. 

Relationships crumble. Bodies wear out. 

Investments fail. Churches split. Govern-

ments fall. But there is one thing that is ab-

solutely indestructible. The psalmist de-

clares that God’s love “endures forever.” 

That’s a long time! Even though everything 

else will eventually fail, God’s love never 

does. That is something we can build our 

hope on. 

As an old gospel song says, “Hold to 

God’s unchanging hand.” 

 

Lord, we thank you for staying with us 
through “thick and thin,” times of prosperity 
and want, times of health and decline. We 
trust you to be our Companion even in the 
“valley of the shadow of death” (Ps 23:4). 

 
David K. Lynch is a retired pastor who lives and 

writes in Miamisburg, Ohio. 

 



Love the Bully Day 34 
 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neigh-

bor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you: Love your 

enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that 

you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes 

his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends 

rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love 

those who love you, what reward will you get? Are 

not even the tax collectors doing that? And if you 

greet only your brothers, what are you doing more 

than others? Do not even pagans do that? Be perfect, 

therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 

 

—Matthew 5:43–48 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN bullied? I was bullied 

in junior high school. For several days, may-

be a week (it seemed like years), this boy 

would give me a daily kick—a hard kick to 

the seat of the pants. I told him to stop it 

several times. He did not. I dreaded going to 

the bus stop before school and coming home 

at the end of the day. 

Then one day, on the way home from 

school, the bully smarted off to the biggest 

kid on the bus. The big kid got off at our bus 

stop, which was the one before his regular 

stop. After the fight was over, there was my 

bully on the ground—with his glasses be-

side my feet. I picked them up and gave 

them to him, and he snatched them out of 

my hand as he walked away sobbing. He 

never bothered me again. 

Was it difficult to extend a helping hand 

to the fellow who had tormented me? Of 

course. But our relationship was trans-

formed in that moment. 

 

Father, give the courage to love those who 
take advantage of me and try to intimidate 
me. Yes, help me show kindness to the bul-
lies in my life, because I know they need 
love as much as I do. 
 

Jim Kane is the pastor of First Church of God in 

Kendallville, Indiana. 

 



A Spirit of Power Day 35 
 

I thank God… as night and day I constantly remem-

ber you in my prayers. 

—2 Timothy 1:3–7 

Recalling your tears, I long to 

see you, so that I may be filled with joy. I have been 

reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in 

your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice 

and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. For this 

reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, 

which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 

For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a 

spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline. 

 

I ENJOY training and competing in mostly 

shorter-distance events called sprint triath-

lons (300-meter swim, 13-mile bike race, 5-

kilometer run). However, the ultimate pro-

fessional triathlon is an Ironman (2-mile 

swim, 112-mile bike race, 26.2-mile run). 

Male and female Ironman athletes are out of 

my league. I marvel at their passion, power, 

and self-discipline. While I lack the physical 

gifts or the mental makeup to pursue a long-

course triathlon, a pat on the shoulder and 

an encouraging “you can do it” from an 

Ironman competitor always feel great. 

The apostle Paul was the Ironman 

champion of the church. When I feel out of 

my league, or not up to the task, I let his en-

couragement buoy me. Whatever course I’ve 

been called to pursue, I know that the Holy 

Spirit can supply me with all the love, self-

discipline, and power that I need. Again and 

again, Paul reminds me that God is the 

source of our spiritual endurance. 

 

Thank you, Lord, for giving me the spiritual 
stamina to face life’s challenges today. 
 

Jon D. Nutter is the pastor of Hucrest Community 

Church in Roseburg, Oregon. 

 



God’s Unfailing Love Day 36 
 

If we had forgotten the name of our God or spread 

out our hands to a foreign god, 

 

would not God have 

discovered it, since he knows the secrets of the heart? 

Yet for your sake we face death all day long; we are 

considered as sheep to be slaughtered. Awake, O 

LORD! Why do you sleep? Rouse yourself! Do not 

reject us forever. Why do you hide your face and for-

get our misery and oppression? We are brought 

down to the dust; our bodies cling to the ground.  

Rise up and help us; redeem us because of your un-

failing love. —Psalm 44:20–26 

SOMETIMES GOD seems absent, insensitive, 

or downright vindictive—even to the faith-

ful. We may suffer setbacks and suffering 

we feel that only the slimy and despicable 

should have to endure (people whose names 

we would gladly supply to God, if only he 

would ask). 

So why does all of this trouble come to 

us, God’s own people? We don’t understand 

how he could allow such things to happen. 

Our confusion is multifaceted. For one 

thing, not every calamity arrives because 

God places our name and address on the 

package and has it UPSed to our door. The 

Creator does not necessarily draw red tar-

gets on our backs and begin launching jag-

ged thunderbolts. Life is such that at times 

we suffer and God winces as much as we do.  

Deep down, the psalmist knew this even 

as he railed against what felt, in the pain of 

the moment, must have been God’s capri-

cious spitefulness. In his heart of hearts, he 

recognized that our Lord is the God of un-

failing love, regardless of what we suffer. 

 

O God, remind us that your love never 
leaves us, even when trouble comes our 
way. 
 

Sam Collins is the adult curriculum editor of Church 

of God Ministries, Inc., and lives with his wife Sha-

ron in Anderson, Indiana. 

 



Pointing to Christ Day 37 
 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be 

baptized by John. But John tried to deter him, saying, 

“I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 

me?” Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for 

us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.”

 

 Then John 

consented. As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up 

out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, 

and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 

and lighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, 

“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 

pleased.” —Matthew 3:13–17 

THE MISSION TEAM spent several days mak-

ing repairs to a home damaged by the recent 

hurricane. John and his family could not be-

lieve how wonderful the house looked when 

the team finished. With tears in his eyes, 

John expressed how astounded he was that 

a group of people would work so hard to 

help strangers. 

Then the mission team members were 

able to share the gospel with John. They ex-

plained that while they could help meet his 

temporary physical needs by repairing his 

home, only God could meet his spiritual 

needs. John came to understand that it was 

not just the efforts of the team members he 

should feel grateful for. He also learned to 

praise the great, compassionate God who 

had sent those who helped. 

Often our actions speak louder than our 

words. At such times, we realize again that 

we can point the world to Christ. What will 

you do today to show someone God’s love? 

 

Father, let me be a beacon of love in life’s 
storm today, and point someone to Jesus 
Christ. 
 

Belinda Elliott is a writer who lives in Chesapeake, 

Virginia. 

 



Love Embodied Day 38 
 

Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our 

sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, 

smitten by him, and afflicted. 

—Isaiah 53:4–9 

But he was pierced for 

our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; 

the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, 

and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, 

have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own 

way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us 

all. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not 

open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaugh-

ter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he 

did not open his mouth. By oppression and judgment 

he was taken away. And who can speak of his de-

scendants? For he was cut off from the land of the 

living; for the transgression of my people he was 

stricken. He was assigned a grave with the wicked, 

and with the rich in his death, though he had done no 

violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

 

WE ARE BOMBARDED by voices that claim to 

tell us what love is all about. Yet, whether 

those voices come from television, radio, 

magazines, or even the classroom, love is 

often misrepresented. So it is helpful for us 

to regain a biblical perspective, including a 

definition and an example of love’s true 

meaning.  

The Bible tells us that God is love (1 

John 4:16). Everything God does is motivat-

ed by love. This becomes clear as we under-

stand that God sent Jesus Christ, showing 

that godly love is more than words and feel-

ings: It is the action of giving one’s self for 

others.  

As we meditate on this everlasting love 

God has for us (Jer 31:3), let us surrender 

ourselves to become channels of God’s love 

to others. May we be living sacrifices of ser-

vice and praise to the Author and Embodi-

ment of love itself.  
 

Lord, as we observe the day of your Son’s 
suffering on the cross, remind me that your 
love can overcome life’s most difficult prob-
lems. And make me a messenger of your 
love. 
 

Joe Gregory is the minister of worship arts at First 

Church of God in Vincennes, Indiana. 

 



Love Doesn’t Let Go Day 39 
 

Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD 

and served the Baals. 

 

They forsook the LORD, the 

God of their fathers, who had brought them out of 

Egypt. They followed and worshiped various gods of 

the peoples around them. They provoked the LORD to 

anger because they forsook him and served Baal and 

the Ashtoreths. In his anger against Israel the LORD 

handed them over to raiders who plundered them. He 

sold them to their enemies all around, whom they 

were no longer able to resist. Whenever Israel went 

out to fight, the hand of the LORD was against them 

to defeat them, just as he had sworn to them. They 

were in great distress. Then the LORD raised up judg-

es, who saved them out of the hands of these raiders. 

Yet they would not listen to their judges but prosti-

tuted themselves to other gods and worshiped them. 

Unlike their fathers, they quickly turned from the 

way in which their fathers had walked, the way of 

obedience to the LORD's commands. Whenever the 

LORD raised up a judge for them, he was with the 

judge and saved them out of the hands of their ene-

mies as long as the judge lived; for the LORD had 

compassion on them as they groaned under those 

who oppressed and afflicted them. —Judges 2:11–18 

THERE WAS SILENCE in our small group 

meeting when we learned that Louise was 

back in prison. We had welcomed her into 

our group when she was released the first 

time. She had contributed to the discussions 

and participated when we prayed. Our 

group leader had spent much time mentor-

ing her, and a church family had given her a 

home and hired her to care for an aging rela-

tive. 

We were full of questions: Why did this 

happen? What more could we have done? 

We felt that we had failed, and our group 

leader expressed reluctance to take on such 

responsibility again. 

In the end, however, we came to the 

conclusion that Louise wasn’t the first to go 

back to her “evil practices and stubborn 
ways.” God had set an example of love and 

forgiveness for us to follow. So we reached 

out in love to Louise again and left the re-

sults in God’s hands.  

 

Lord, I’m so glad that you have never for-
saken me, even when I have forsaken you. 
Give me the kind of love that doesn’t let go 
of others when they need your love the 
most. 
 

Bonnie Grau is a writer who lives in Pennsylvania. 

 



“I Love You More” Day 40 
 

I love you, O LORD, my strength. The LORD is my 

rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my 

rock, in whom I take refuge. He is my shield and the 

horn of my salvation, my stronghold. I call to the 

LORD, who is worthy of praise, and I am saved from 

my enemies. The cords of death entangled me; the 

torrents of destruction overwhelmed me. The cords 

of the grave coiled around me; the snares of death 

confronted me. In my distress I called to the LORD; I 

cried to my God for help. From his temple he heard 

my voice… He reached down from on high and took 

hold of me; he drew me out of deep waters. He res-

cued me from my powerful enemy, from my foes, who 

were too strong for me. They confronted me in the 

day of my disaster, but the LORD

—Psalm 18:1–6, 16–18 

 was my support. 

 

PRIOR TO OUR SON’S placement with us, we 

brought the house up to higher standards of 

safety. We installed cabinet latches, wall 

outlet covers, and other features for our 

boy’s protection. Because he wanted the se-

curity of a nightlight, we provided that for 

him as well. Our goal was to do whatever 

we could to make him feel secure and well-

protected.  

It must be working. At bedtime, we tell 

him, “We love you to infinity and beyond.” 

But then he smiles and says, “I love you 

twice more than infinity and beyond.” 

The adoption of our son has parallels 

with our adoption into God’s family. God’s 

love is more concerned about our future 

than our past. It is focused on our long-term 

well-being and protection.   

The psalmist described God as an im-

moveable rock, a shield, a fortress, a strong-

hold. As our place of safety and our source of 

light, God always has our best interests at 
heart. 

 

Thank you, O God, for delivering us out of 
death itself. Thank you for showing such ex-
treme love to all of your children. 
 

Kevin A. Clouse is the senior pastor of First Church 

of God in Cushing, Oklahoma. 
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