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Does God Love Tacos? Day 1 
 

I recently was heading out for tasty 
treats with some friends when one 
commented; “I love tacos.” Really? Do 
you “love” tacos like you love your mom, 
your dad, your favorite super hero? 

It has been said that the problem 
with communication is the illusion that 
it is taking place. One day I was trying 
to defend the validity of the Bible to an 
atheist when it became obvious that we 
were not communicating. What I meant 
by certain words were not even close to 
what he meant. So I asked that if we 
could not agree that the Bible was the 
holy inspired Word of God, could we at 
least agree that our dictionary was the 
authority on the meaning of English 
words? Words can have a variety of 
meanings, and it is important to agree on 

the meaning we intend when we at-
tempt to communicate. 

Love, as a verb, means “to hold dear,” 
“to cherish,” “to feel a lover’s passion, 
devotion, or tenderness” (Merriam-
Webster online). So if you say you “love” 
tacos, well, that is just creepy. 

God said that he loved the world so 
much that he give his Son as a ransom 
for its sin. That was an act of passion, 
devotion, and tenderness. I am pretty 
sure that God does not “love” tacos, but 
I am convinced that he does love us! 

 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life.” —John 3:16 ESV 
 
—Harold Bradshaw 

 



God’s Love Doesn’t Quit Day 2 
 
Imagine having a friend who, the more 
often you call their cell phone, the less 
they answer. The more you try to hang 
out with them, the more they push you 
away. How long would it take before 
you gave up on that relationship? 

God said, “The more I called Israel, 
the further they went from me.” (Hos 
11:2 NIV1984). 

We sometimes push God away and 
ignore his expressions of love. But even 
when we treat God like this, he doesn’t 
give up on us. The wonderful news is 
that, through it all, God pursues us and 
loves us tirelessly. Hosea 11:3 says that 
even while the Israelites were seeking 
other things and ignoring God, God was 
looking after them! While they were 

pulling away from him, he kept seeking 
them. But they didn’t realize it. 

God shows us extreme love, which is 
so much greater than our human love. 
He keeps on calling us, even when we 
turn away; he keeps on forgiving us, 
even when we do things that seem un-
forgivable. 
 
“How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I 
hand you over, Israel?... My heart is changed 
within me; all my compassion is aroused. I will 
not carry out my fierce anger, nor will I turn 
and devastate Ephraim. For I am God, and not 
man— the Holy One among you.” —Hosea 
11:8–9 NIV1984 
 
—Kelsey Collins 
 

  



Fully Present Day 3 
 
I just had lunch with a friend and we 
had some deep conversation. Two hours 
flew by without our realizing it. Most of 
our conversation centered on how tech-
nology both helps and hurts us. My 
friend said, “Because I want to be fully 
present with people, I turn off my cell 
phone whenever I am with someone.” 

I couldn’t imagine doing that, but 
then I realized that his phone hadn’t 
rung the whole time we were together. 

For some reason, I feel everyone 
needs to have access to me every mo-
ment of the day. And I’m not unusual in 
that respect. Most people I hang out 
with are constantly texting while carry-
ing on a conversation, but not this fel-
low. In fact, as I thought back on our 
lunch together, I realized he gave me 100 
percent of his attention. He was listen-
ing and connecting with me as a friend. 
What a gift! He showed he loved me 
simply by deciding to be fully present. 

Pick any of the gospels and read a 
story about Jesus. Notice how Jesus in-
teracted with people. Don’t you get the 
impression that he understood the im-
portance of being fully present as well? I 
don’t think I’ve read any gospel account 
of Jesus’ tendency to multitask. He gave 
100 percent of himself to the person in 
front of him . 

Is the Holy Spirit prompting you to 
change how you interact with others? 
What if you chose to be fully present 
with your friends and family today? 
 
When he was at the table with them, he took 
bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it 
to them Then their eyes were opened and they 
recognized him, and he disappeared from their 
sight. They asked each other, “Were not our 
hearts burning within us while he talked with us 
on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 
—Luke 24:30–32 NIV1984 
 
—Chris Spitters 

  



Extreme Love: Family Day 4 
 
My brother is eighteen months older 
than I am and is as different from me as 
night and day. We have different friend 
groups, music tastes, and movie choices. 
Even though we fought a lot while 
growing up, we love each other as only 
brothers can. 

The Bible describes another set of 
brothers who were very different from 
each other: Peter and Andrew. 

Peter was a well-known disciple of 
Jesus. He was always talking and often 
ended up with his foot in his mouth be-
cause he did not know how to stop. He 
was daring, bold, and one of Jesus’ best 
friends. 

We don’t find much in the Bible 
about his brother Andrew. He followed 
John the Baptist before he was called to 
follow Jesus. I imagine Andrew was “the 
good kid” in his family, because Scrip-

ture says he was quieter and watched 
out for his brother. John 1:41 says, “The 
first thing Andrew did was to find his 
brother Simon and tell him, ‘We have 
found the Messiah’ (that is, the Christ).” 

Extreme love for others includes tell-
ing your family who Jesus is. Andrew 
did not hesitate in sharing the good 
news of Jesus with his brother Peter. 
What is something you can share with 
your family about Jesus this week? 
 
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the 
two who heard what John had said and who had 
followed Jesus. The first thing Andrew did was 
to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have 
found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). And he 
brought him to Jesus . —John 1:40–42a NIV1984 
 
—Jenni Button 

  



Serving Day 5 
 
I recently went to Haiti for a week to 
visit the House of Blessings orphanage. 
The day before we came back to Ameri-
ca, the rest of my team went on a hike to 
a waterfall. I stayed behind and was go-
ing to wash my hair, but I could not fig-
ure out why the water at the orphanage 
would not come on. When I saw one of 
the girls from the orphanage, I asked her 
how to fill the bucket with water. She 
filled it and proceeded to help me wash 
my greasy, filthy hair. I was completely 
humbled by this simple act of love by a 
twelve-year-old girl. From that moment, 
we had a special bond. 

Read John 13:1–17, which begins, “It 
was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus 
knew that the time had come for him to 
leave this world and go to the Father. 

Having loved his own who were in the 
world, he now showed them the full ex-
tent of his love” (NIV1984). 

How did Jesus demonstrate the full 
extent of his love for his disciples? By 
serving them in a completely humble 
manner, washing their feet. 

What can you do to serve others this 
week and show the extreme love of Je-
sus? 
 
Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also should wash one an-
other’s feet. I have set you an example that you 
should do as I have done for you. —John 13:14–
15 NIV1984 
 
—Jenni Button 

  



Caring for the Lonely Day 6 
 
Ruth is my favorite book in the Bible. 
Ruth was a strong woman with a great 
work ethic, and she had a great relation-
ship with her mother-in-law (not some-
thing you hear about every day). 

Life was looking pretty grim for her 
mother-in-law, Naomi. She had lost her 
husband and two sons. Without them, 
she had no one to care for her daily 
needs. Naomi was on her way back to 
Bethlehem with her two daughters-in-
law when she stopped and offered them 
a way out: She encouraged them to go 
back to their families and the life they 
had known before they married. Maybe 
they could find new husbands and raise 
families back home. Naomi was giving 
them a hope for a bright future. 

The young woman named Orpah 
chose to go back, but Ruth did not. She 
told Naomi, “Don’t urge me to leave you 

or to turn back from you. Where you go 
I will go, and where you stay I will stay. 
Your people will be my people and your 
God my God” (Ruth 1:16 NIV1984). 

The rest of the book of Ruth shows 
that she worked hard to take care of Na-
omi. Ruth was brave for leaving what 
she knew to live in a foreign land as a 
widow, taking care of an older widow. 

Could you share Jesus this week 
with someone in your community who 
might feel forgotten? 
 
So Ruth stayed close to the servant girls of Boaz 
to glean until the barley and wheat harvests 
were finished. And she lived with her mother-in-
law. —Ruth 2:23 NIV1984 
 
—Jenni Button 

  



God Is Patient Day 7 
 
As you were growing up, did a parent 
ever say something like, “How many 
times do I have to tell you not to do 
that?” or maybe, “Did you already forget 
what I asked you to do?” 

Let’s face it, whether you are a child 
or an adult, other people may get impa-
tient with you. Actually, I think God 
may feel that way too. Every time I mess 
up or don’t do what God wants me to 
do, I feel like I hear him say, “I can’t be-
lieve you messed up again. How could 
you?” 

Now, I don’t know where I got this 
idea that God is impatient with me 
when I mess up. In 1 John 4:8, we learn 
that God is love. So what is love? 

Read 1 Corinthians 13:4–7: “Love is 
patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it 
does not boast, it is not proud. It is not 
rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, and it keeps no record of 
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but 

rejoices with the truth. It always pro-
tects, always trusts, always hopes, al-
ways perseveres” (NIV1984). 

Take the next five minutes to reflect 
on these questions: 
 

• -In what ways do you see love 
being patient? 

• -If God is love, how does 
 1 Corinthians describe God? 

• -How does this change your un-
derstanding of who God is? 

• -How does this affect your daily 
walk with Christ? 

 
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love 
comes from God. Everyone who loves has been 
born of God and knows God. Whoever does not 
love does not know God, because God is love. 
—1 John 4:7–8 NIV1984 
 
—Zach Shaner 



Extreme Love: Husband and Wife Day 8 
 
Did you know that the word love is used 
over five hundred times in the Bible? In 
fact, this word is used to describe the 
essence of who God is. 

So what is love? This question was 
posed during a Liberal Arts Seminar 
class that I took at Anderson University. 
The professor asked us to write out our 
definition of love, and here is what I 
came up with that day: “Love is a deci-
sion to be committed to somebody, no 
matter what.” 

The decision to love someone doesn’t 
change just because the other person 
does something to tick you off. It doesn’t 
change because the person is making 
choices that don’t meet your expecta-
tions. If you choose to love somebody, 
you choose to be committed to them, no 
matter what. 

Do strong emotions accompany love? 
Absolutely! But emotions change. So if 
your love is based on emotions, chances 
are good that your love will change, too. 
Love commits to stand by the other per-
son, in good times and bad. Love stands 
strong when it’s tested. It is a decision 
to commit to a person for their better 
good. 

A friend of mine could be the gold 
medal recipient of what love is all about. 

Several years ago, she was faced with a 
difficult decision because her husband 
was addicted to alcohol. It was not un-
common for him to be drunk frequently 
throughout the week. On one occasion, 
he was so drunk that she grabbed one 
leg while their son grabbed the other leg 
and dragged him out of the house so he 
could sleep it off. Several people told my 
friend to leave her husband because they 
didn’t see any hope of his ever turning 
away from alcohol. But she kept on 
praying and hoping that God would get 
a hold of his life and turn him away from 
alcohol. 

Today, this guy is sober and leading 
others toward sobriety. My friend’s love 
never gave up on him. She decided that 
she was going to stay committed to him, 
no matter what. And her love pointed 
him straight to God. 
 
Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so 
let the wives be to their own husbands in every-
thing. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 
also loved the church, and gave himself for it. —
Ephesians 5:24–25 KJV 
 
—R. W. Moody Jr. 



Despite Our Anger Day 9 
 
My suitcase was full. After sitting on top 
it, I was finally able to zip it closed and 
place it next to the other boxes and as-
sortment of items that would be making 
the transition to dorm life with me. Eve-
rything was in place for me to head off 
for my freshman year of college except 
one thing—although I had been faithful-
ly attending church on my own for over 
a year, my family had still not attended a 
single service. 

I just couldn’t understand why the 
fairytale wasn’t playing out. I had given 
my life to Christ nearly two years before 
and read and prayed and grew in my 
faith. I even made it a point to share 
some of what I was learning, but it 
seemingly had not had an effect on the 
rest of my immediate family. I was past 
the point of impatience. I was angry. I 
was angry with God. 

I wanted him to come out of the 
clouds and speak to them. I wanted him 
to make them see, to listen, to know that 
Jesus truly was the way, the truth and 
the life. My anger crippled my walk with 
Jesus and my now long-distance rela-
tionship with my family. 

It wasn’t until I came home from 
that first semester away that I truly un-
derstood how Jonah felt the moment 
God spoke wisdom into his heart. 

My family, I came to find, had been 
attending services since September. It 
wasn’t me or anything that I had done. It 
was God, in his time. 

My anger was pointless. Instead of 
focusing on anger, I should have been 
focusing on prayer—prayer for my fami-
ly and prayer for the Holy Spirit to stir 
in their hearts. 

Despite our incredible anger, the 
Lord still provides for us. Despite our 
anger, he still longs for our faith and 
trust. Despite our anger, God’s extreme 
love for us prevails. 
 
“Now, LORD, take away my life, for it is better 
for me to die than to live.” But the Lord replied, 
“Is it right for you to be angry?” 
—Jonah 4:4–5 NIV 
 
—Charlie Holcomb 
 



What Does God Look Like? Day 10 
 
Ever wonder what God looks like? In life 
there are questions that every follower 
of Christ will ponder at one point. Ques-
tions such as What does God look like? 
Or maybe even, “What is God going to 
be like when we get to heaven?” Why 
doesn’t Scripture ever answer these 
questions for us? Well, it does, kind of! 
Ok, I know what you are thinking, but 
yes, Scripture really tell us what God is 
like! First we must read 1 John 4:7–8 and 
its definition of the word love. In this 
passage, it goes into detail about the 
idea of love and how it relates to God. 
And it actually defines love as God him-
self! 

Wow! If that can be a way to define 
actions or traits of who God is, then we 
are forced to read Scripture completely 
differently! For example, let’s read a pas-
sage of the Bible, that is used all the time 
found in 1 Corinthians 13:4–7 and let’s 
remember what we just read in 1 John 4 

that God is love. So, every time in 1 Co-
rinthians 13:4–7 that you read the word 
love, replace it with God. Watch how 
Scripture gives us a sneak peak at what 
God looks like! God is so good and he 
wants us to know him better and better 
every day. So let us remember that 
love/God deeply desires to be the one 
you turn to, the one you depend on, and 
the one you discover more and more. 

 
“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it 
does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dis-
honor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easi-
ly angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love 
does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth. It always protects, always trusts, always 
hopes, always perseveres.” 
—1 Corinthians 13:4–7 NIV 
 
—Cody Bracy 



Life’s Little Surprises Day 11 
 
My brother-in-law really didn’t want to 
have children. He and my sister were 
married for more than ten years before 
they discovered that they were expect-
ing a child. 

During my sister’s pregnancy, this 
soon-to-be father was seriously bummed 
out. He went out and did “man stuff”—
fishing and boating and racing cars and 
playing cards with his friends—because 
he thought that when the baby came, 
everything would change. No more 
nights out with the guys. He had to be 
“responsible.” He was going to be tied 
down to the house. This baby was going 
to totally cramp his style. 

And then his baby girl was born. It 
was love at first sight. He has been a 
great dad. His daughter is the light of his 

life, and he would do anything for her. 
And of course he spoils her rotten, 
bringing her gifts literally every day, 
even if it’s just a candy bar. He walks in 
the door, and she says, “Where’s my 
surprise, Daddy?” 

Is that a bit extravagant? Maybe. But 
it’s no more extravagant or extreme than 
the love our heavenly Father showers on 
us. What has he done for you lately? 
How will you show your love in return? 
 
“Every good and perfect gift is from above, com-
ing down from the Father of the heavenly lights, 
who does not change like shifting shadows.” 
—James 1:17 NIV 
 
—Tami Byrd 



An Invitation Is All It Takes Day 12 
 
Her name was Ines, and she had just 
moved here from West Africa with her 
family to pursue a better education. Ines 
was new to the school and was hoping 
to make friends, but she was finding it 
difficult. It seemed everybody already 
had their friends and no one seemed too 
interested in reaching out to her. 

She was sitting in her high school 
cafeteria one day having lunch when she 
overheard some students talking about 
going to their church’s student ministry. 
They all seemed really excited about 
their youth group, and all of them 
seemed to be included. As Ines pondered 
what they were saying, she found herself 
saying in a whisper voice, “I wish I had 
something like that.” 

She didn’t realize that she had said it 
loud enough for the girl next to her to 
hear her. That girl’s name was Nicole, 
and she asked Ines if she would like to 
come to their student ministry. 

Ines was caught off guard. “Am I al-
lowed to go to your church?” she asked. 

Nicole said, “Of course,” and invited 
her to come that week. 

Ines started attending the youth 
group, committed her life to Christ, be-
came a student leader, and upon gradua-
tion became a volunteer in the middle 
school ministry. All of this because of an 
invitation to experience God’s love! 
Who in your circle of influence do you 
need to invite to church? 
 
And he has committed to us the message of rec-
onciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassa-
dors, as though God were making his appeal 
through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: 
Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no 
sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might be-
come the righteousness of God. 
—2 Corinthians 5:19–21 NIV 
 
—Zach Shaner 

  



Gracious Love Day 13 
 
High school is its own life journey. Some 
people come out of it with a college ac-
ceptance letter. Others barely make 
passable grades. Some don’t make it 
through at all. 

In a sense, I experienced all three 
worlds of high school. I went through 
many pains, heartaches, and depression 
while I was in high school. It took a lot 
out of me. Hanging out with the wrong 
friends, thinking that I was “in love,” not 
caring about school as much as I should 
have were big mistakes. I stopped going 
to church and lost a lot of good friends 
along the way. 

Because of the love and forgiveness 
of my friends, they got me to go back to 
church, and I realized that the way I was 
living was wrong. I learned from my 
mistakes and thank God for not giving 

up on me. Now I have decided to live for 
him rather than for myself. 

Through the compassion and kind-
ness of my friends, God gave me another 
chance. I am thankful for God’s gracious 
love shown to me through other people! 
 
“Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and 
beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humil-
ity, meekness, and patience, bearing with one 
another and, if one has a complaint against an-
other, forgiving each other; as the Lord has for-
given you, so you also must forgive. And above 
all these put on love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony.” 
—Colossians 3:12–14 ESV 
 
—Myrtle Agoncillo 



Giving the Good Stuff Day 14 
 
While growing up I didn’t always have 
the nicest things. Then came a day when 
we had enough money that I could get a 
pair of Nike shoes instead of the no-
name-brand that I was used to. I was so 
proud to finally have the “good stuff”—
so proud, in fact, that I would have given 
life and limb to keep anyone from my 
shoes. These shoes were magic after all! 
They made me run faster, leap longer, 
and look better. 

Today my “good stuff” is my time, 
my talent, my heart. I don’t so easily 
want to give those things up or hand 
them out. I like to protect them with all 
I have, using them sparingly. 

In John 12, we see Mary taking the 
most costly perfume and dumping it on-
to Jesus’ feet. Can you imagine? How on 
earth could she give up the “good stuff”? 
She did it because she understood the 
depth of his love for her. 

Your Savior loves you so much that 
he made his way to the cross carrying 
the mistakes you make daily. Look 
closely, yes, there they are—the lie you 
told, the thing you stole, the show you 
watched, the music you jammed to. 

What do you have to give him today 
for that sacrifice? What’s the “good 
stuff” that you can give back to him to-
day? What is his love and sacrifice 
worth to you? 

Put this address in your browser and 
make this song your prayer today: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=j5fJgKyeS1c. 
 
Then Mary took a twelve-ounce jar of expensive 
perfume made from essence of nard, and she 
anointed Jesus’ feet with it, wiping his feet with 
her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance. 
—John 12:3 NLT 
 
—Jonathan Secrest 

  



More than One Could Imagine Day 15 
 
In the lyrics of the song “Your Love Is 
Deep,” Jami Smith says, “Your love is 
deeper than my view of grace, Higher 
than this worldly place, Longer than this 
road I’ve traveled…” 

We human beings try to understand 
everything. We want to know that there 
is a bottom to the ocean, an end to uni-
verse, and how to dissect an earthworm 
(seventh-grade science class). We can’t 
imagine that there are things we can’t 
understand. 

Check out what Isaiah 55:9 says: 
“For just as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so my ways are higher than 
your ways and my thoughts higher than 
your thoughts” (NLT). Guess what that 
means? We can’t fully understand God. 

His love is deeper than the deepest 
ocean. It’s higher than any mountain on 
earth. It’s longer than the longest road 
and farther than east is from the west. 
So give him that problem you’ve been 
facing, that big weight you’ve been car-
rying around. He can handle it. 
 
And may you have the power to understand, as 
all God’s people should, how wide, how long, 
how high, and how deep his love is. May you ex-
perience the love of Christ, though it is too great 
to understand fully. Then you will be made com-
plete with all the fullness of life and power that 
comes from God. —Ephesians 3:18–19 NLT 
 
—Jonathan Secrest 

  



Scrub a Dub Dub, Two Feet in the Tub Day 16 
 
Some people’s feet are stinky or gross, 
but if we can’t bring ourselves to do 
something as simple as rubbing some 
water on their feet, how will we really 
be able to serve them when the going 
gets tough? 

In West Virginia one summer, our 
power went out for days after a big 
thunderstorm. I don’t mean a little pow-
er outage for a little bit. I’m talking 
about no power for days on end with 
temperatures around 100. Let’s just say 
that the dirty and stinky was plentiful. 
This however was time for the church to 
serve those in need—stinky feet and all. 

And serve we did. We opened our 
church as a shelter where people slept 
for three days, and we served three 
meals a day and offered a cool place to 
hang out for all in need. 

Christ got down on his hands and 
knees, took his disciples’ road-worn, 
sandal-wearing, stinky, filthy feet and he 
washed them. He desires for you to do 
the same, to love someone so much that 
you would get on your knees and serve 
them. 

Can you love needy people this radi-
cally? 
 
I have set you an example that you should do as 
I have done for you. I tell you the truth, no serv-
ant is greater than his master, nor is a messen-
ger greater than the one who sent him. Now that 
you know these things, you will be blessed if you 
do them. —John 13:15–17 NIV1984 
 
—Jonathan Secrest 

  



Second in Line Day 17 
 
10:14 AM. Tick, tick, tick… It’s almost 
time for recess. I’ve positioned myself 
next to the door, front of the line, one 
foot in front of the other, head down, 
body leaned slightly forward, ready to 
dart to the playground. What was at 
stake? Well, only the best ball, the best 
goal, the best equipment, the best spot 
on the field. No time for losers. This was 
my chance at getting what I wanted. 

Do you have those moments? It’s 
down to the last cupcake and you and 
another kid across the room are both 
looking at it with hopeful hearts? Of 
course you do. We all do. Christ calls us 
to something different, a life of being 
second in line. 

What difference has the love God 
has shown you made on the decisions 
you make each day? Do you think of 

yourself as deserving of the best? Is there 
enough to share? Can you really be okay 
with being second in line? 
 
If you’ve gotten anything at all out of following 
Christ, if his love has made any difference in 
your life, if being in a community of the Spirit 
means anything to you, if you have a heart, if 
you care— then do me a favor: Agree with each 
other, love each other, be deep-spirited friends. 
Don’t push your way to the front; don’t sweet-
talk your way to the top. Put yourself aside, and 
help others get ahead. Don’t be obsessed with 
getting your own advantage. Forget yourselves 
long enough to lend a helping hand. 
—Philippians 2:4 MSG 
 
—Jonathan Secrest 

  



Love and Marriage Day 18 
 
Marriage is a lot like our relationship 
with God. That is probably why Jesus so 
often called the church his “bride.” I 
have been married now for a few months 
and I am learning quickly that when I 
said, “I do,” everything changed forever. 
When I got married, I pledged to devote 
my whole self to my wife. Marriage came 
with certain responsibilities that a sin-
gle person doesn’t have. Marriage is a 
sacrifice. Two people have to be willing 
to lay down their lives for the other and 
also be willing to sacrifice their own 
selfish motives and actions for the great-
er good of the marriage. 

In the same way, God is calling us to 
sacrifice ourselves fully to him. Romans 
12 tells us we should live our lives in a 
manner that is pleasing to God and that 
this is an act of worship. I think so many 
times we get caught up in the idea that 
they only way to worship God is 
through music. But God says that living 
our lives for him is our act of worship. 
When we refuse to give in to the status 
quo of the world and choose to live for a 
higher calling, it is worship. 

Marriage wouldn’t work and would 
be impossible if it were not for the ex-
treme love that two people are to have 

for each other. If I did not have extreme 
love for my wife, I could not sacrifice my 
own life to share a life with her. The 
same is true for us and our relationship 
with God. If we do not have extreme 
love for God then we will never be able 
to fully give ourselves to him. It is love 
for God that will help guide our actions 
and our motives. 
 
So here’s what I want you to do, God helping 
you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your 
sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-
around life—and place it before God as an of-
fering. Embracing what God does for you is the 
best thing you can do for him. Don’t become so 
well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it 
without even thinking. Instead, fix your atten-
tion on God. You’ll be changed from the inside 
out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, 
and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture 
around you, always dragging you down to its 
level of immaturity, God brings the best out of 
you, develops well-formed maturity in you. —
Romans 12:1–2 MSG 
 
—Scott Beha 

  



Pinky Promise Day 19 
 
Imagine this: Your best friend has two 
backstage passes to the hottest concert 
of the whole summer. Everyone around 
is trying to get on his good side so that 
they are the lucky one chosen to go with 
him. You start to get nervous and ask to 
speak to him privately. You go down the 
list of reasons why you should be the 
one chosen. He tells you that you are go-
ing to be his pick. Right before you 
leave, you do what any trustworthy per-
son would do: You stick out your pinky. 
He wraps his pinky around yours, and 
the deal is sealed. 

The night of the concert rolls around 
and you are ready to roll. You wait on 
the porch for him to pick you up. It 
starts to get late, and you are now pan-
icking. You are going to miss the big 
show! He never shows up. You find out 
the next day he was seen at the concert 
with the school’s head cheerleader. You 
were ditched by your best friend. 

Humans have this terrible way of 
letting each other down. As humans we 
invest so much trust and hope in other 
humans that we are always set up for 
failure. You have never met a person nor 
will you ever meet a person on this earth 
that will not let you down. Parents let 
their children down. Children let their 

parents down. Friends let friends down. 
Husbands let wives down, and so on and 
so forth. 

Has God ever let you down? Think 
of all the promises he has ever made you. 
You will see he has a perfect record of 
keeping his word. God is not capable of 
failing us. I bet if we wanted we could 
make a journal of all the promises God 
has kept just in our own lives, and it 
would be a collection of some of our 
happiest memories. 

Then how do we not show extreme 
love for a God who has never let us 
down? A God that will never let me 
down sounds like someone that I would 
want to put my complete faith and trust 
in. I would want to give a God like that 
all of me. I would not want to hold any-
thing back from a God like that because 
he clearly has held nothing back from 
me, not even his only Son. 
 
God, you did everything you promised, and I’m 
thanking you with all my heart. You pulled me 
from the brink of death, my feet from the cliff-
edge of doom. Now I stroll at leisure with God in 
the sunlit fields of life. —Psalm 56:12–13 MSG 
 
—Scott Beha 



God’s Opportunity for Life Change Day 20 
 
In 2007, Will Smith was nominated for 
an Oscar for his role in the movie The 
Pursuit of Happiness. Smith played the part 
of a real man named Christopher Gard-
ner, who invested all of his family’s 
money in bone density scanners to sell 
and make money. But the scanners were 
no better than X-ray machines and cost 
twice as much. When Gardner failed to 
recoup the money, he found himself at 
one of the lowest places in his life. His 
wife left him with no money, and his 
machines were not selling. He lost his 
house, so he and his son were forced to 
live on the streets. 

Gardner struggled to find steady 
work. He was given a chance to be an 
intern at a stock brokerage. The intern-
ship was for six months, twenty people 
were interning, and only one would be 
given a permanent position at the end of 
the six months. One more thing: During 
the internship, Gardner would not be 
paid. 

He had to do his best to provide for 
himself and his son as well as concen-
trate on doing his best at the job so he 

could get the position. Eventually, Chris 
got the job, and by the end of the movie 
we knew his future was looking much 
brighter. 

Seldom are we given opportunities 
like that. Life-changing opportunities 
are few and far between. But the life-
changing power of Christ is always 
available to us. Before we accepted his 
gift of salvation, we were dead in our sin. 
It looked like there was no hope. It 
looked like it would be impossible for us 
to change our situation. Yet the love of 
God made a way for our situation to be 
improved. He crowned us with love and 
tender mercies. 

We are God’s children and he loves 
us too much to leave us where we are. It 
is not every day you are given an oppor-
tunity to change your life. Will you take 
it today? 
 
He redeems me from death and crowns me with 
love and tender mercies. —Psalm 103:4 NLT 
 
—Scott Beha 



Cold Glass of Ice Water Day 21 
 
There is nothing better at the end of a 
hard day of work than an ice-cold glass 
of water. It is so refreshing. It allows you 
to feel good about the work you did. You 
have a sense of satisfaction and relief 
knowing that you are finished until the 
next task comes calling. 

Christ came to this earth to do a 
specific job. God loved us so much that 
he sent Christ to die for us. After a bru-
tal couple of days of mocking, ridicule, 
beating, and ultimately being crucified, 
something in me tells me that even 
though Jesus was given sour wine to 
drink, to him it was like a cold glass of 
ice water. He knew that his assignment 
on earth and his pain on earth had final-
ly come to an end. His love for us finally 
came to fruition in his death for us. 

I cannot imagine the relief he felt 
when he knew it was finally over. Noth-

ing could stand in the way of his love for 
us or thwart his mission. 

So yeah, the sour wine was not ex-
actly the cold drink of water Jesus was 
hoping for, but I cannot imagine the 
greater reward of being restored to his 
seat of power at the right hand of the 
Father after his long journey to Golgo-
tha. 

I always thought that if Jesus knew 
me ahead of time, he wouldn’t have done 
what he did. Well, the truth is that he 
did know me ahead of time. He chose to 
die for me anyway. That is extreme love 
like none other I have known. 
 
When Jesus had tasted it, he said, “It is finished!” 
Then he bowed his head and released his spirit. 
—John 19:30 NLT 
 
—Scott Beha 

  



Love Your Enemies Day 22 
 
“But I tell you, love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute you, that 
you may be children of your Father in 
heaven” (Matt 5:44–45 NIV). 

Say what?! This can’t be right. Jesus 
wants me to love my enemies and pray 
for those who persecute me? I mean, 
when the prettiest girl in school walks 
up to me and calls me a chubby bunny, 
the last thing I want to do is give her a 
hug! Or when I’m trying out for the soc-
cer team and the strongest guy cheats on 
the suicides, allowing him to make the 
team while I don’t! I definitely don’t 
want to congratulate that kid. 

Does God know what he is asking? 
Actually, yes he does. The Bible says that 
we were God’s enemies—and while we 
were still enemies, Jesus loved us so 
much he died for us (se Romans 5:8–10). 
On the cross he prayed for those who 
crucified him (Luke 23:34). 

Is someone making your life diffi-
cult? Remember what Jesus did for his 
enemies and follow his example of love 
and prayer. 
 
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, 
love your enemies and pray for those who perse-
cute you, that you may be children of your Fa-
ther in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the 
evil and the good, and sends rain on the right-
eous and the unrighteous. If you love those who 
love you, what reward will you get? Are not even 
the tax collectors doing that? And if you greet 
only your own people, what are you doing more 
than others? Do not even pagans do that? Be 
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect.” —Matthew 5:43–48 NIV 
 
—Michaela Ball 



Children of God Day 23 
 
“Jesus loves the little children...” 

Hold up. “Children?” I’m not a child! 
I’m in youth group, for pete’s sake! 

If that’s what you’re thinking, calm 
down. Believe it or not, in God’s eyes, 
you are a child. We are all children of 
God. 

Take a moment to think about your 
parents. What do they do for you? They 
give you food, water, a house, a cell-
phone, a car, and their time! They drive 
you to sports and band practice and par-
ties with your friends. Let’s face it, they 
give you a lot. I venture to say they 
would put their life on the line if they 
had to. 

God’s love for you is just as absolute! 
He has given you life. He knows any-

thing and everything about you. (That’s 
a scary thought, isn’t it?) And yet he 
loves you so much that he sent his own 
Son die to save you. (John 3:16) 

So the next time you think about 
God, think of him as your “Ultimate Fa-
ther.” He cares for you to the utmost be-
cause he loves you with all of his heart. 

 
See what great love the Father has lavished on 
us, that we should be called children of God! 
And that is what we are! The reason the world 
does not know us is that it did not know him. 
—1 John 3:1 NIV 
 
—Michaela Ball 



Stopping to Listen Day 24 
 
Jesus was a man on a mission. A crowd 
of people traveled with him and sup-
ported him. So as he was walking down 
the road and two blind guys begin to 
yell at him, “Lord, have mercy on us!” the 
people traveling with Jesus yelled back 
“Be quiet!” But the two blind men yelled 
even louder. 

Why would Jesus stop and listen to 
two guys on the side of the road? They 
weren’t the kind of people anybody paid 
much attention to. But Jesus does stop. 
He does listen. He does care. Scripture 
says that Jesus “felt sorry for them” or 
had compassion for them. Yes, he cared 
about two loud, rude strangers on the 
side of the road. 

It’s easy to not care when we see 
someone in need of help. But that wasn’t 
the way Jesus lived. He cared about 
people and what was happening to 
them. So he stopped and listened when 
everyone else just walked by. 

Who needs you to stop and listen 
today? 
 
When Jesus heard them, he stopped and called, 
“What do you want me to do for you?” “Lord,” 
they said, “we want to see!” Jesus felt sorry for 
them and touched their eyes. Instantly they 
could see! Then they followed him. —Matthew 
20:32–34 NLT 
 
—John Mattern 



Living the Truth Day 25 
 
What makes someone a liar? A liar is 
person who knows the truth but choos-
es to say otherwise. When we say we 
follow God but don’t live as God directs, 
the Bible says we are liars (1 John 2:4). 
When we choose to speak or act in ways 
that ignore God while claiming to follow 
God, we turn the truth into a lie 

Real love tells the truth. Real love 
acts with integrity. The message of 
Christ becomes reality when we act as 
Jesus would act. By doing that, we live 
in the truth. 

We see people every day who need 
the truth of God’s love, and Christ calls 
us to give it to them. What do your ac-

tions say about your faith? How can you 
express divine love today? 
 
We know what real love is because Jesus gave up 
his life for us. So we also ought to give up our 
lives for our brothers and sisters. If someone has 
enough money to live well and sees a brother or 
sister in need but shows no compassion—how 
can God’s love be in that person? Dear children, 
let’s not merely say that we love each other; let 
us show the truth by our actions. Our actions 
will show that we belong to the truth, so we will 
be confident when we stand before God. 
—1 John 3:16-19 NLT 
 
—John Mattern 



Extreme Love for God Day 26 
 
Absolutely nothing can prevent God 
from loving us. If we have made huge 
mistakes or flat-out sinned, God keeps 
on loving us. 

And love is a two-way street. A lov-
ing relationship with God doesn’t end 
with his loving us. Imagine setting a 
date with someone and being stood up. 
When God loves us and we do not love 
him back, it’s like standing up God. It’s 
our way of saying that we want nothing 
to do with him. 

Jesus was asked, “What is the most 
important commandment?” He respond-
ed with a command that was familiar to 
every Jew: “Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your 
strength” (Mark 12:30 NIV). In other 

words, our love for God should be evi-
dent in all aspects of our lives. Nothing 
in our being should be withheld from 
loving God. 

God gave his Son as a sacrifice for us. 
That extreme expression of love demon-
strated how significant we are to him. 
Will we love him just as much? 
 
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither the present 
nor the future, nor any powers, neither height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God that 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord. —Romans 8:38–39 
NIV 
 
—Timothy “Bamba” Lusitana 



Conform. Commit. Combat. Day 27 
 
Joshua 23 records what Joshua said 
when he was very old and wanted to en-
courage his people to move forward after 
he was gone. He urged them to conform, 
commit, and combat by being “very care-
ful to love the LORD your God” (v 11 NIV). 

We conform by obeying the Word 
of God. Joshua’s people had the book of 
the law of Moses, and Joshua instructed 
them to follow it (vv 14–16). Jesus said, 
“If you keep my commands, you will re-
main in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commands and remain in his 
love” (John 15:10 NIV). The Word of God 
shapes us to be more like God himself. 

We commit by making sure God is 
first in our lives. So many times we can 
put good things before God, such as our 
friends or family. Anything that takes 
priority over God in our lives can be de-
scribed as an idol. Joshua warned his 

people not to associate with other na-
tions and their gods (vv 7–8). Our com-
mitment to God needs to be unrivaled. 

We combat adversaries every day of 
our lives. However, if we love God in an 
extreme way, he fights our battles for us 
(vv 9–10). We know he is with us be-
cause we could never take on such ad-
versaries by ourselves. But when God is 
present, the impossible becomes possi-
ble. We know we will be victorious in 
our combat. 
 
You yourselves have seen everything the LORD 
your God has done to all these nations for your 
sake; it was the LORD your God who fought for 
you. —Joshua 23:3 NIV 
 
—Timothy “Bamba” Lusitana 



Love Betrayed Day 28 
 
Have you ever been betrayed? How did 
it feel? How did that dishonesty affect 
your relationship with that person? I 
imagine it damaged that relationship, 
possibly even destroying it completely. 
That’s the problem with us humans. We 
are broken, messed up people; and we 
can be very easily broken. This is why 
relationships are so hard. We have to 
open ourselves up to getting hurt in or-
der to have a real relationship. But when 
we open up, we risk being hurt and 
damaged by that person. 

Now imagine for a moment how God 
must feel when we betray him. 

The book of Hosea gives us a glimpse 
into how God views his relationship 
with us. God asks Hosea to marry a 
woman who is unfaithful and cheats on 
him many, many times. God asks Hosea 
to do this because he wants to show us 
how much he loves us. God loves us like 
a groom would love his bride. So when 
people turn away from God and worship 
other things, it feels just like when Ho-
sea’s wife cheats on him. But here’s the 
good news: God will not allow the rela-
tionship to be destroyed! He loves us so 

much that he will pursue us for as long 
as it takes to bring us back. 

How long would it take you to stop 
trying to be in a relationship with some-
one who was constantly betraying you? 
A year? A couple of months? A few 
weeks? Maybe the person would only 
have to betray you once for you to walk 
away. 

God’s love is so amazing and so ex-
treme that you cannot do anything that 
will make him stop loving you. Nothing 
we do can make God love us any more 
than he already does, and nothing we do 
can make him love us any less. We call 
that unconditional love. That is extreme 
love. 
 
Then the LORD said to me, “Go and love your 
wife again, even though she commits adultery 
with another lover. This will illustrate that the 
LORD still loves Israel, even though the people 
have turned to other gods and love to worship 
them.” —Hosea 3:1 NLT 
 
—Jonathan Frymire 



Extreme Release Day 29 
 
When I was a teenager, my friends and I 
went through many phases. For a time, 
we pretended to be characters from the 
movie Hook. (I believe I was Rufio). We 
then entered a phase where we would 
lower the basketball goal, name our-
selves after our favorite NBA player, and 
see what kind of dunks we could make. 
Eventually, we had a long-lasting phase 
of riding BMX dirt bikes. 

BMX dirt riding was an extreme 
sport, so the danger and rush fueled me 
when I felt like I was empty. One specif-
ic day, after my baby brother was still-
born, I hit the trails to get away from all 
of the crying people in my home. I ended 
up with quite a gash on my leg as a re-
sult. 

People try all kinds of extremes to 
find an outlet for their pent-up emo-

tions. For me, at the time, it was an ex-
treme sport. For some it’s drug abuse, 
and for others it’s extreme devotion to 
status symbols of various kinds. So often 
we hunt for an extreme form of self-
expression to find a quick escape from 
painful life events. 

God has continued to teach me that 
there is only one extreme that will truly 
relieve the pain of life. That is the ex-
treme love God has for each and every 
one of us. God’s Son, Jesus Christ, loves 
us so much he was willing to die for us. 
 
You see, at just the right time, when we were still 
powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 
—Romans 5:6 NIV 
 
—Corey Stocksdale 



God’s Love Revealed in Our Weakness Day 30 
 
God has a different perspective on our 
weaknesses. We think that God only 
wants to use our strengths, but he also 
wants to use our weaknesses for his glo-
ry. 

Yes, God loves to use weak people. 
Everyone has weaknesses. In fact, I ven-
ture to say you have a bundle of flaws 
and imperfections—physical, emotional, 
intellectual, and spiritual. You may also 
have uncontrollable circumstances that 
weaken you, such as financial or rela-
tional limitations. 

When we have a problem, we begin 
to pray. In response, the Father says, 
“You want me to take away the pain, to 
solve the problem, to get you out of the 

situation, but that’s not what you need. 
You need me.” 

In fact, the very problem you’re seek-
ing to escape, the very situation you de-
sire to get out of, may be the one thing 
that finally causes you to talk with God. 

God says, “Spend time with me, and 
learn to depend on me. You’ll be strong-
er when you’re weak, because you’ll have 
no other choice than to draw strength 
from me. You’ll do better when you’re 
weak, because you’ll have to rely on me.” 

 
We are weak…yet by God’s power we will live 
with him to serve you. —2 Corinthians 13:4 
NIV1984 
 
—Sharon Goodwin 



Responding to the Voice of God Day 31 
 
Have you ever heard the voice of God? I 
heard it one evening after I had submit-
ted a comprehensive exam to my profes-
sor. A team of us had started on a twen-
ty-four-hour fast the day before I started 
waiting for the test results. As I sat at 
my desk in my office, talking with my 
grandson, I heard a voice say, “Look at 
your e-mail.” 

I asked my grandson what he had 
said, and he replied, “Nothing.” 

I heard the voice again, and this time 
I knew it was the Spirit of God. I imme-
diately opened my e-mail and learned 
that I had passed my exam. This was my 
second and final attempt, so I was ex-
tremely excited with this wonderful 
news. I shared it with my husband, son, 

and grandson, and we each began to cry 
out with joy and thanksgiving for the 
long-awaited answer. 

He said his sheep listen to his voice 
and they follow him. He speaks to us in 
many ways, even if he has to repeat him-
self. He speaks all the time. 

Are you in a “waiting mode,” as I 
was? Listen for God’s voice. Use this 
waiting time to cultivate a sensitivity to 
God so you do not miss what he is trying 
to say to you. 
 
My sheep listen to my voice, I know them, and 
they follow me. —John 10:27 NIV 
 
—Sharon Goodwin 



Blessed as We Obey Day 32 
 
Christ says that he will answer any need 
that we have, if we keep his command-
ments (John 14:13–15). What are Jesus’ 
commandments for his disciples? He 
says that the two greatest are to “‘love 
the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your south and with all 
your strength and with all your mind’; 
and ‘love your neighbor as yourself’” 
(Luke 10:27 NIV). 

So how do we do this? How do we 
keep his commandments? 

First, by being in right relationship with 
him. We do not recognize a stranger’s 
voice; neither will we recognize God’s 
voice unless we have a right relationship 
with him and take time to listen. 

Do you set aside time in your day to 
be still and focus upon what God is say-

ing to you? Do you take time to listen to 
the “still, small voice” of the Holy Spirit? 

Second, we keep God’s command-
ments by being in right relationship with our 
neighbors. Notice that Jesus says this in-
volves more than “being neighborly,” i.e., 
being friendly, courteous, or respectful 
of those around us. God calls us to love 
them as much as we love ourselves. 

What does this mean in your deal-
ings with the people you meet today? 
How can you show that you care for 
them as much as you take care of your-
self? 
 
Now that you know these things, you will be 
blessed if you do them. —John 13:17 NIV 
 
—Sharon Goodwin 



The Third Commandment Day 33 
 

Yesterday’s devotional reading reminded 
us of Jesus’ two greatest command-
ments. They aren’t two suggestions or 
two pieces of advice. He actually expects 
us to do these things. However, Jesus 
makes a huge assumption when he gives 
us these two commands. He assumes 
that we already love ourselves. 

Jesus said this while talking to a 
group of Pharisees who were trying to 
trick him. Jesus was making a fairly safe 
assumption, since these religious leaders 
had enormous egos. In fact, they loved 
themselves so much they found it diffi-
cult to love anyone else. 

But if Jesus made this statement to 
you and me, I think he would phrase it 
differently. He might even add in a third 
commandment. “Love yourself as much 
as I love you.” 

Daily, we are bombarded with mes-
sages from the world about how we 
don’t measure up to the standards of our 
society. However, Ephesians 2:10 says, 
“For we are God’s masterpiece. He has 

created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we 
can do the good things he planned for us 
long ago” (NLT). 

Do you love yourself the way God 
loves you? Do you view yourself as God’s 
masterpiece? Or do you need to forgive 
yourself for something today? 

Unless we value ourselves, it is im-
possible for us to live out the two com-
mandments Jesus gives us. If God is our 
first priority and other people are se-
cond, we need to be third. Declare, “I’m 
third!” as you love God and love those 
around you today. 
 
God raised us up with Christ and seated us with 
him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in 
order that in the coming ages he might show the 
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in 
his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. —Ephesians 
2:6–7 NIV 
 
—Brian Seidel 



When to Take Action: Part 1 Day 34 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:1–11 says that for every-
thing there is a season, a time for every 
activity under heaven. You may remem-
ber a pop song that the Beatles recorded, 
based on that Scripture verse. Once you 
get the song out of your head, think 
about what this passage really says. 

If there is a right season for an activi-
ty, there may also be a wrong season for 
it. A good thing done at the wrong time 
can have unintended consequences. 
Timing is everything. 

I used to assume that as long as I 
was doing good things I would get good 
results, but that is not necessarily true. I 
could be doing exactly the right thing, 
but if I rush ahead of God’s timing or 
dally behind, the results can be very dif-
ferent than what God intended. 

Has God laid some burden on your 
heart? Pay attention not only to what 
God prompts you to do, but also when 
he leads you to do it. As the writer of 
Ecclesiastes says, I “cannot see the 
whole scope of God’s work from begin-
ning to end” (3:11 NLT). That means I 
don’t know what the right timing is, but 
God does. So I must constantly be ask-
ing for his guidance about when to take 
certain steps, so that I produce the re-
sult he wants. 
 
I have seen the burden God has laid on men. He 
has made everything beautiful in its time. He has 
also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they 
cannot fathom what God has done from begin-
ning to end. —Ecclesiastes 3:10–11 NIV1984 
 
—Brian Seidel 



When to Take Action: Part 2 Day 35 
 
I have a confession to make. This is 
something that has plagued me for most 
of my life, and something I struggle with 
literally every day: I don’t like to wait. 

I have a deep desire for instant re-
sults. Wasting time frustrates me, and I 
struggle if I don’t have control of the 
timeline. Perhaps you share in my strug-
gle. If so, you know why I say that the 
world does not move fast enough for me 
most of the time. 

Lately, I feel God telling me to wait 
in most areas of my life and ministry. 
Needless to say, this frustrates me. I re-
alize it seems strange for a pastor to 
openly admit his frustration toward 
God, but that’s how I feel. 

I know that God loves me, and be-
cause of that love he wants the best for 
me. If I believe this verse to be true, then 
I know that God can see a bigger picture 
than I can. And I know that if he is tell-
ing me it is not the right season to act 
then I better not. 

“But you must not forget this one 
thing, dear friends: A day is like a thou-

sand years to the Lord, and a thousand 
years is like a day” (2 Peter 3:8 NLT). 

And I’m not the first. I remember the 
patriarch Joseph, for example. God 
showed him the ultimate outcome of his 
life about thirty years before it ever hap-
pened. I can imagine Joseph’s frustration 
as he waited and waited, as a slave and a 
prisoner, before God’s promise was ful-
filled. Do you think he ever questioned, 
during that time, whether God loved 
him? 

I keep using a certain phrase in my 
prayers, over and over, I hope it can help 
you, too: “I don’t understand your tim-
ing, Lord, but I do trust it.” 

I trust God’s timing because, if he is 
telling me to wait, I know it is out of 
love. Take a moment and pray that 
phrase for yourself! 
 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the 
LORD. “They are plans for good and not for dis-
aster, to give you a future and a hope.” 
—Jeremiah 29:11 NLT 
 
—Brian Seidel 



Loving Discipline Day 36 
 
I am the father of three sons. Needless to 
say, our house is rarely quiet. Being a 
parent has taught me more about God 
and his love than anything else I have 
ever experienced. Watching my boys 
learn and grow is a huge blessing and a 
huge challenge, all at the same time. 

Because I love them, I want to pro-
tect them, do things for them, and teach 
them the life lessons I know they need. 
However, I have discovered that if I try 
to teach them everything all at once, 
they don’t learn anything. Colossians 
3:21 says, “Fathers, do not aggravate your 
children, or they will become discour-
aged” (NLT). If I disciplined them for 
everything they did wrong every day, I 
guarantee that all of us would be aggra-
vated and discouraged. 

To show love to my boys, I must dis-
cipline them. At the same time, I must 
not damage our relationship by giving 
them more than they can handle. I learn 
this delicate balance by observing how 
God deals with me as his child. 

I try to honor God with all I do and 
say, but I am a work in progress. God 

continues to show me things that I need 
to work on, do better, or correct. As I 
strive to work on these things, I also 
know that God is patiently loving me 
the whole time. He doesn’t expect me to 
change everything all at once. As Jesus 
told his disciples in John 16:12, “There is 
so much more I want to tell you, but you 
can’t bear it now” (NLT). 

Are you feeling disciplined by God? 
How do you respond to that discipline? 
Take a moment and pray an honest 
prayer to God. If you feel discouraged, 
tell him. If you feel loved by his disci-
pline, tell him. And if you feel “stuck” on 
your spiritual journey, ask him to show 
you the next lesson you need to learn. 
 
My child, don’t make light of the LORD’s disci-
pline, and don’t give up when he corrects you. 
For the LORD disciplines those he loves, and he 
punishes each one he accepts as his child. 
—Hebrews 12:5–6 NLT 
 
—Brian Seidel 



Love Makes Us Do Crazy Things Day 37 
 
When my wife and I were dating, I liter-
ally spent hours one evening editing to-
gether kissing scenes from several of our 
favorite movies into one long video. I 
don’t remember what gave me the idea 
or even what the point of it was, but she 
still talks about it. She knew I’d given 
her a gift that required a heavy invest-
ment of my time. 

Because of his love for you and me, 
God invested his Son’s life for us. Ro-
mans 5:8 says, “But God demonstrates 
his own love for us in this: While we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us” 
(NIV). 

To anyone who believes in the God 
of the Bible, this is an amazing gift. To 
anyone who doesn’t, it seems like some-
thing crazy. 

So what is your extreme love focused 
on? God or something else? First Timo-
thy 6: 9–10 says, “But people who long to 
be rich fall into temptation and are 
trapped by many foolish and harmful 
desires that plunge them into ruin and 
destruction. For the love of money is the 

root of all kinds of evil. And some peo-
ple, craving money, have wandered from 
the true faith and pierced themselves 
with many sorrows” (NIV). Notice it says 
the love of money will make us do crazy, 
even sinful things. Having money is not 
a problem; treasuring it above all else—
that’s definitely a problem. 

We can desire and treasure a lot of 
things in this world. But whatever we 
treasure will require our heart’s full de-
votion and love. 

Love does make us do crazy things. 
Will your crazy things be for God or 
someone or something else? 

 
Do not deceive yourselves. If any one of you 
thinks he is wise by the standards of this age, he 
should become a “fool” so that he may become 
wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness 
in God’s sight. —1 Corinthians 3:18–19a 
NIV1984 
 
—Brian Seidel 



Unseen Enemy Day 38 
 
When I was in college, I walked out of 
my dorm room and saw an earthworm 
struggling to survive on the sidewalk. 
Instead of putting the poor little thing 
back into the Oklahoma red clay, I de-
cided to keep him as a pet! My room-
mates and I had a basket with a plant 
and nice, rich soil sitting on our living 
room table, so that’s where we kept the 
pet earthworm we fondly named 
George. 

We took good care of him. We even 
kept a plastic spoon in the soil, so that 
now and then we could gently dig to 
find him and make sure he was ok. After 
a while, though, we noticed that our 
plant had started to die. We tried extra 
water, sunlight, pruning, and whatever 
we could do to keep the plant alive, but 
our efforts failed. Eventually, we had just 
a basket of soil and, of course, “George.” 
We later learned that the plant died be-
cause of what was going on underneath 
the soil. Our rescued earthworm took 
his nutrition from the plant and, little by 

little, as George thrived, the plant sick-
ened and died. 

Sometimes we find similar situations 
in our spiritual life. On the surface, 
things seem fine, but underneath the 
surface the Adversary is eating at our 
souls. He will sap our strength and sick-
en us if we allow it. 

If you feel something eating away at 
your soul, let Jesus bring healing. Let 
Jesus take charge of your relationships, 
your struggles, your decisions, your hab-
its…your life! 
 
Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom 
of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in 
his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, 
and went away. When the wheat sprouted and 
formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.  
—Matthew 13:24–26 NIV 
 
—Susan Haynes 



Whatever It Takes Day 39 
 
In the death of Christ on the cross, we 
see that true love is willing to sacrifice 
to the ultimate. There God’s love de-
monstrated a “whatever it takes” atti-
tude. 

Loving like Jesus means accepting 
people as he has accepted you. Uncondi-
tional love is Jesus’ kind of love. 

Loving like Jesus means valuing 
people as he has valued you. Nurturing 
love is Jesus’ kind of love. 

Loving like Jesus means forgiving 
people as he has forgiven you. Merciful 
love is Jesus’ kind of love. 

Loving like Jesus means serving oth-
ers like Jesus served. Humble love is Je-
sus’ kind of love. 

Loving like Jesus means loving peo-
ple who aren’t easy to love. Persistent 
love is Jesus’ kind of love. 

Loving like Jesus means going out of 
your way for people. A seeking love is 
Jesus’ kind of love. 

Jesus never asked, “How little can I 
do to show these people I love them? 
How little time can I spend washing 
dirty feet and still model a servant spir-
it? How quickly can I get off this cross 
and return to heaven?” Jesus came, gave 
of himself completely, and humbled 
himself to the uttermost until his mis-
sion was accomplished. Whatever it took 
to demonstrate the Father’s love, that’s 
what Jesus did. 
 
And we desire that each one of you show the 
same diligence to the full assurance of hope until 
the end, that you do not become sluggish, but 
imitate those who through faith and patience 
inherit the promises. —Hebrews 6:11–12 NKJV 
 
—Melissa Pratt 



Love Listens Day 40 
 
Hearing and listening are two different 
things. When I give my kids an instruc-
tion, I often have to add, “Do you hear 
me?” My son always says, “Yes.” But 
when I ask him to repeat what I just 
said, he hasn’t a clue. He may have heard 
me speaking, but he didn’t listen. He 
heard the sound of my voice, but he 
didn’t hear me. 

When my husband and I were pre-
paring to get married, we went through 
extensive premarital counseling. We 
agreed in those sessions that we would 
create a nonthreatening way for each of 
us to communicate our needs to the oth-
er person. We came up with the idea of 
the “love tip.” 

When either of us said, “Can I give 
you a love tip?” the other would listen 
intently and respond only with, “Thank 
you for sharing that with me,” followed 
by a kiss. We agreed not to talk about it 
again for twenty-four hours. Until then, 
we just had to think about how the oth-

er person had expressed their need. We 
wanted to go into marriage listening to 
one another and giving each other per-
mission to share how we can best ex-
press our love for one another. 

Love takes the time to stop, listen, 
and hear. Who do you need to love by 
listening? 
 
“Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘Execute true jus-
tice, Show mercy and compassion Everyone to 
his brother. Do not oppress the widow or the 
fatherless, The alien or the poor. Let none of you 
plan evil in his heart Against his brother.’ But 
they refused to heed, shrugged their shoulders, 
and stopped their ears so that they could not 
hear. Yes, they made their hearts like flint, refus-
ing to hear the law and the words which the 
LORD of hosts had sent by His Spirit through the 
former prophets. —Zechariah 7:9–12 NKJV 
 
—Melissa Pratt 

 


