
Extreme Living! 
A Small Group Study 

Week 1 
Extreme Love: Fulfilling the Great Commandment 

Through the Great Commission 
By Dr. Melissa Pratt 

SHARE 

1. When was the last time you felt drawn to go somewhere new, learn something new, or relate 
to someone new? What prompted you to pursue it? 
 

2. When have you taken on a project and found yourself “in over your head”? 
 

3. Share something you set your heart and mind to accomplish even though it was difficult. 
 
DECLARE 

1. Read John 21:15–17: When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you 
love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 
Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter 
was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you 
know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep” (NIV). 

 
In light of Peter’s failure in his denial of Christ, why do you think Jesus chose to have this 
conversation with him? 

2. Revisit Matthew 4:18–20: As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called 
Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. “Come, follow me,” 
Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” At once they left their nets and followed him (NIV). 
 
• Peter had been called by Jesus from the beginning to become a fisher of people. How did 

this talk with Jesus in John 21 point Peter back to his calling? 
 
Jesus makes it clear that loving him is tied to loving his mission and being on mission in his 
name. Jesus explained what it meant to love him when he told Peter it involved feeding his 
lambs, taking care of his sheep, and feeding his sheep. 

An extreme love for God will result in an extreme love for the mission of God! 



3. Read Luke 5:1–11 (NIV): One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were crowding 
around him and listening to the word of God. He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, 
who were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a 
little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said 
to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked 
hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” When they had done 
so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. So they signaled their partners in the 
other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. When 
Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” For he 
and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, and so were James and John, the sons 
of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” 
So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. 
 
Some observations: 
• Loving God’s mission means we go when we don’t feel like going. 

 
What excuses could Peter have made for not going back out in his boat? 
What did Peter call Jesus when he responded to his command to get back into the boat? -
What did the use of that title reveal? 
Share a time when you went on mission despite how you felt. 
 

• Loving God’s mission means we go where we don’t feel like going. Luke 5:4 describes the 
location of the mission. It was in deep water. 
 
What would rowing into the deep water require? 
What is the deepest water you have ever been in, in terms of the mission of God? 
When was the last time you or your church launched out into the deep? 
What keeps people from loving God by going out into the deep waters? 
What keeps you personally from going out into the deep? 
 

• Loving God’s mission means embracing challenges that God’s miracles will bring. 
 
What challenges did the miraculous catch of fish create? (v 6) 
How did the disciples meet those challenges? (v 7) 
What challenges could result from your church’s willingness to get into deep waters? 

 

Loving God means loving the mission, and that translates into loving people. Sheep need to be 
fed. They need to be cared for. They need to be loved and led to the Great Shepherd, who can 
walk with them day by day to ensure their safety and contentment. 

 



CARE 

What is one way you can demonstrate a willingness to go out into the deep? 

What is one way you can feed Jesus’ sheep this week? 

 

PRAYER 

Father God, we recognize that extreme love for you is tied to loving and doing your mission. Help 
us to learn to love authentically and to have a genuine willingness to go into the deep at your 
command. We recognize that our love for others is only made possible because of your extravagant 
love for us. Let that love abound in our hearts and spill out into the pastures of life where we live 
today. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

  



Week Two 

Extreme Reach: To Fulfill the Great Commission 
By Rev. Christy Pittman 

Reach: the act or an instance of stretching or thrusting out. 

Reaching is not passive. It is active and involves effort, straining, and the exertion of energy. When 
my children were infants and just finding their mobility, they would lie on the floor and reach for 
something just beyond their grasp. They would stretch and strain, wiggling and shifting their weight 
in order to hopefully be able to grasp the treasure which was just beyond their reach. The process 
was long and arduous and could last anywhere from minutes to hours. And in order to help them 
develop their muscles and their flexibility, sometimes my husband and I would move the object of 
their affection just beyond their grasp! The process of attaining the shiny, squeaky, or fuzzy thing 
was not simple, and our children were very vocal in expressing their displeasure at not being able to 
attain the treasure. Yet regardless of how vocal they were during the process, they never gave up 
until their desires were satisfied with the ultimate prize. Relentless. Stretching. Tireless. Reaching. 
Once the object of desire was securely within the tiny hands, it was not easily removed and could be 
the source of attention for hours on end. 

SHARE 

1. What was the last thing you recall reaching for that was just beyond your grasp? 
 

2. How long did you struggle to obtain that thing? 
 

3. Did you seek assistance from others in the reaching process? 
 

4. Why did you feel the need to reach out for it? 
 

5. Did you give up or did you finally obtain what you were reaching for? 
 

DECLARE 

1. Read the commission of Jesus to all believers in Matthew 28.18–20 (NIV): Then Jesus came to them 
and said, ”All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 
• Who was Jesus commissioning? 

 
 



• What was his directive? 
 
 

• Where was his focus? 
 
 

• Have you ever considered yourself commissioned? 
 
 

• Where or to what group of people has Jesus specifically called you to go? 
 
 

• Were you or are you confident in your ability to reach this group? 
 
 

2. Read Matthew 25:14–27(NIV1984): “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants 
and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one 
talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. The man who had received the five talents went 
at once and put his money to work and gained five more. So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. 
But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 
“After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. The man who had 
received the five talents brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have 
gained five more.’ “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few 
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ “The man with the two 
talents also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.’ “His master 
replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of 
many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ “Then the man who had received the one talent 
came.’Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering 
where you have not scattered seed. So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is 
what belongs to you.’ “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have 
not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with 
the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest.” 
 
• What adjectives are used to describe each of the three servants? 

 
 

• Why do you suppose the third servant is rebuked so harshly? 
 
 
 

 



3. Read the following scriptures (emphasis added): 
 
Genesis 2:15—“The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care 
of it.” (NIV) 
 
1 Corinthians 15:58—“Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always 
give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” 
(NIV) 

Revelation 2:2—“I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance.” (NIV) 

From Genesis to the Revelation there is an underlying presumption of labor and toil. Even in 
the garden before the fall, God expected man to labor and work the garden to take care of it. 
Labor is not a consequence of sin but rather a part of our lives simply as human beings. 

• If we are expected to work simply by virtue of our humanity, then how much more 
should that work be embraced by those of us who have responded to the free gift of 
salvation offered by Christ Jesus? 
 

• How often do you think of the work required as follower of Christ? 
While we don’t have to work for our salvation, we do work as his children, just as we do 
as part of our biological families. 
 

4. Read Matthew 11:18–19 (NIV): “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 
demon.’ The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of 
tax collectors and sinners.’” 
 
Ministry is messy. Jesus interacted with the lame, the injured, the outcast, and the broken, and 
He did it outside the walls of the established church. He went to those who needed to hear the 
gospel, and he went without programs, elder boards, votes, budgets, or committees. Jesus went 
because his heart broke for the sea of broken humanity that swirled around him. He went 
because he knew the Father’s heart. He went without a roof over his head, money in his pocket, 
or even a pillow for his head. Yet, we have managed over the centuries to develop the 
expectation of “build it and they will come,” and we have forgotten that Jesus told us to “go.” 
Reaching takes forward movement, stretching, thrusting out—not drawing in. 
 

•  Currently, what does a typical community outreach event look like to you? 
 
o Where does it take place? 

 
o How do people get there? 



 
o How does the community learn about the event? 

 
o Who interacts with the community during the event and in what manner? 

 
 

• Do those who attend come back to church for Sunday services or Wednesday night 
classes? 
 

• Are you discouraged or disappointed that they are not interested in the free gift of 
salvation? 
 

• Is this how Jesus built relationships? 
 
 

5. Read Mark 10:46–52 (NIV): Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large 
crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (which means “son of Timaeus”), was sitting by the 
roadside begging. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have 
mercy on me!” Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David, have 
mercy on me!” Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! 
He’s calling you.” Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus. “What do you want me to 
do for you?” Jesus asked him. The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.” “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has 
healed you.” Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road. 
 
Jesus did the hard work of reaching out into the community; into the lives of those who needed 
him most. Jesus ministered first to the physical needs of those he encountered before he 
ministered to the deeper need of their souls. He was found credible because not only did he care 
about the lost and broken, but he cared enough to fix what was lost and broken in their 
lives before speaking to their spiritual conditions. 
 

• Have you considered asking someone what they need? 
 
 

• Have you truly looked to see the circumstances in which the masses live? 
 

 
• Have you asked the hurting, “What do you want?” 

 
 

It was a dirty job, but Jesus left the community he shared with the Father in the glory of heaven 
to be with the broken community of humanity. That is how much this world matters to Jesus. 



He gave up his comfort and peace. He gave up his glory and position. He gave up his wealth and 
adoration to reach down in to the masses. In Matthew 9:13b, Jesus says, “For I have not come 
to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
 

DARE 

How much does it matter to us that there are people who are daily losing their battles with the 
consequence of sin, with the battle of the flesh, and with the archenemy of this world? 
 
Consider your circle of influence. 

Is that circle insulated from the secular world? 

Where does your circle of influence intersect outside of the body of Christ? 

 
CARE 

If we are the body of Christ, have we handcuffed him to the altar of religion? 

What prevents you from reaching out to the hurting? 

What can you do to allow more flexibility in your schedule? 

Who has the Holy Spirit brought across your path? How can you reach that person? 

 

PRAYER 

Father God, remind us that you, who own a thousand cattle on a thousand hills, gave it all up for the 
humblest of lives, beginning with a feed trough and ending with a tortuous death. Yet you did it with 
a resolve unmatched in all of eternity. Jesus, as you ask us to step out of our comfort zones into 
ministry at the margins of society, help us remember your great sacrifice. Lord, remind us that in 
order to truly be your hands and feet, we must be willing to leave the plush carpeted sanctuaries and 
step into the mud of humanity and truly see those who need a touch from you. Holy Spirit, 
empower us to reach into the lives of the broken and hurting and administer your grace, that which 
is necessary for healing and wholeness. In the powerful name of Jesus we pray, amen. 
  



Week Three 

Extreme Connection: Unity in the Body 
By Rev. Mary Nichols 

SHARE 

1. What are some unique holiday traditions your family observes? 
 

2. What are some traditions or special occasions that are celebrated by your church family 
(annual homecoming celebration, Christmas pageant, etc.)? 

 
3. Have you ever worshipped with another congregation from a different cultural background 

or faith tradition? What about their worship seemed different or maybe strange? What about 
their worship seemed similar to what your congregation does? 

I grew up in a small family. I have one sister. My dad has one brother. My mom was the youngest of 
five, but her siblings lived in exotic places like Vermont and Ohio! So we only saw them once every 
couple of years. Until I married my husband, the largest family gathering I ever attended included 
nine people. 

My mother-in-law is the youngest of twelve children. My husband has twenty-eight first cousins. So 
imagine the first family Thanksgiving I attended with him: somewhere in the neighborhood of 
seventy people were crammed into one house together to share a meal! We were packed in like 
sardines—sardines with a bunch of toddlers, who were each in the presence of their own personal 
grandma and therefore cranked up on sugar, the lack of a nap, and the presence of twenty other 
toddlers, running amok in every available space. It was utter chaos, joyful and overwhelming! 

Part of the deal when two people join together and start a family is the merger of the two extended 
families, with all of the personalities, expectations, and unique traditions that come along for the 
ride. Sometimes it’s challenging to convince one set of in-laws that they have to share or alternate 
having special days like Christmas with another family. It’s the same kind of situation when believers 
of one faith tradition interact with people from other backgrounds. We like to do things our way and 
we struggle to find common ground where everyone feels satisfied with the shared experience. Yet 
when we are able to overcome our discomfort and worship together as Christians in unity, the Holy 
Spirit often moves in a profound way. In Romans 12, the apostle Paul talks about the importance of 
unity in the body of Christ. 

DECLARE 

1. Read 1 Corinthians 12:12–13 (NLT): The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one 
whole body. So it is with the body of Christ. Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some 
are free. But we have all been baptized into one body by one Spirit and we all share the same Spirit. 

 



• What are some of the ways Paul lists that demonstrate diversity in the early church? 
 

• List some ways the congregation where you worship displays diversity as part of the body of 
Christ. 
 
 

2. Read Romans 12:14–17 (NLT): Yes, the body has many different parts, not just one part. If the foot says, “I 
am not a part of the body because I am not a hand,” that does not make it any less a part of the body. And if the 
ear says, “I am not a part of the body because I am not an eye,” would that make it any less a part of the body? 
If the whole body were an eye, how would you hear? Or if your whole body were an ear, how would you smell 
anything? 

But our bodies have many parts, and God has put each part just where he wants it. How strange 
a body would be if it only had one part! Yes, there are many parts, but only one body. 

• Go through the passage, and in every place where a part of the body is named, replace it 
with the name of a Christian denomination. Have a volunteer read the passage aloud with 
the substitutions. 
 

• What does reading the passage in this way suggest to you about Christians or groups of 
Christians who refuse to fellowship with Christians of other faith traditions? 
 
 

3. Read 1 Corinthians 10:16–18 (NLT): When we bless the cup at the Lord’s Table, aren’t we sharing in the 
blood of Christ? And when we break the bread, aren’t we sharing in the body of Christ? And though we are 
many, we all eat from one loaf of bread, showing that we are one body. Think about the people of Israel. Weren’t 
they united by eating the sacrifices at the altar? 

 
• What does Paul say united the people of Israel? 

 
• What does the passage imply unites the church as the Body of Christ? 

 
• What are some other practices or experiences we share that unite us as Christians? 

 
 

4. Read Ephesians 2:14–18 (NLT): For Christ himself has brought peace to us. He united Jews and Gentiles 
into one people when, in his own body on the cross, he broke down the wall of hostility that separated us. He did 
this by ending the system of law with its commandments and regulations. He made peace between the Jews and 
Gentiles by creating in himself one new people. Together as one body, Christ reconciled both groups to God by 
means of his death on the cross, and our hostility toward each other was put to death. He brought this Good 



News of peace to you Gentiles who were far away from him, and peace to the Jews who were near. Now all of us 
can come to the Father through the same Holy Spirit because of what Christ has done for us. 

 
• Besides the restrictions of the Law, what other practical matters divided the Jews and the 

Gentiles? 
 

• How did Christ reconcile the Jews and the Gentiles? 
 

• What does the good news bring to both the Jews and the Gentiles? 
 

• What do both the Jews and Gentiles now share as a result of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross? 
 
 

5. Read Galatians 3:26–28 (NLT): For you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus. And all who 
have been united with Christ in baptism have put on Christ, like putting on new clothes. There is no longer Jew or 
Gentile, slave or free, male and female. For you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

 
• What kinds of divisions does Paul list that existed in the world outside of the church? 

 
• Do any of those divisions still exist today, or are there new ones? 

 
• Think about the kinds of activities where people all wear a uniform (e.g., a sports team). 

What does Paul say is “like putting on new clothes?” How is this an expression of unity? 
 
 

DARE 

Since our beginning in 1880, the Church of God movement has stood for unity in the body of 
Christ. Our pioneers believed we represent the true New Testament church without denominational 
division or distinction. These same men and women championed in various ways the equality of all 
people, regardless of race, gender, or ethnic background under the name of Jesus Christ. 

Over the course of more than 130 years, the Church of God has faced challenges as we seek 
practical ways to live out the truth about our beliefs regarding unity within the body of Christ. We 
have struggled to reconcile our views that true believers should “come out” of denominational 
Christianity with the views of those who believe we should take a leadership role in the growing 
movement towards Christian unity across denominational lines. Additionally, what we have said as a 
movement about ethnic, racial, and gender equality does not always match the reality of our 
practices. 



The late Dr. Samuel Hines, a passionate voice for racial unity within the Church of God, said, “God 
has a new world order. It is not racial; it is not national; it is not Jewish; it is not Gentile; it is not 
East or West. The Church of God is either going to demonstrate, dramatize or display this solidarity 
or become a contemporary scandal, bringing blame and shame to the Gospel by virtue of blatant 
contradiction between what we preach and what we practice.” 

On a scale of 1-5, how are you doing personally on demonstrating unity? 
 
1 = No Unity, 2 = A little unity, 3 = Neutral, 4 = Unity, but with room to improve, 
5 = Excellent unity 

 
• With those of other races or ethnic groups? 
• In accepting women in leadership roles in the church? 
• Toward those who worship in other Christian denominations? 
• With those in your congregation who disagree with you? 
• In support for and prayer for your pastors and leaders? 
• In shared ministry with sister churches? 
 

CARE 

Read John 17:21–23 (NLT): “I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, 
and I am in you. And may they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me. I have given them the glory you 
gave me, so they may be one as we are one. I am in them and you are in me. May they experience such perfect unity 
that the world will know that you sent me and that you love them as much as you love me.” 

• What do you need to do as an individual this week to be more connected with the body of 
Christ? 
 

• What are some practical things your congregation could do to better demonstrate “perfect 
unity” within the body of Christ in your town? In your state? Nationally? Globally? 

PRAYER: 

God, I pray that your Body will be one, just as you and the Father are one. May we demonstrate 
such perfect unity that the world will know that your love lives in us. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

  



Week Four 
Extreme Growth: Becoming a GPS God Can Use 

By Dr. Sam Bruce 
SHARE 

When you think about the people God calls you to love and lead, in what ways are you involved in 
helping them grow in their relationship with God and in their ministries to others? How are you 
personally growing in leading others to Christ? 

What are some ways you think God might be calling you or your church to get involved on a deeper 
level with the spiritual growth of the people you love and lead? 

What are some goals you believe God would have you set with regard to helping those you love and 
lead grow in their relationships with God and in becoming Christ-followers who point others to 
God? 

DECLARE 

Read Ephesians 4:11 (Phillips and author’s paraphrase): His “gifts to men” were varied. Some he made his 
messengers, some prophets, some preachers of the Gospel; to some he gave the power to guide and teach his people—to 
be their GPS to guide them to the way home to God; and their Spirit-piloted radar to keep them on the path of God’s 
plans for their lives.  

“To some he gave the power to guide and teach his people.” This is how we help those we love and lead to 
grow spiritually, mentally, emotionally, and relationally. My eleven year old grandson Caleb gave me 
a new name when we were having fun on our buddy-boy day. He started to say something to me, 
and he said, “Grandpa…Grand-Pa-Sam …GPS… Grandpa, you’re my GPS!” I said, “Why, because I’m 
teaching you the right way to go?” He replied, “Yeah!” You can believe my heart jumped for joy, 
and I thought, “Yeah! That’s my priority call from God: to be his GPS in the lives of my kids, 
grandkids, and all those he brings into my life to love and lead—with his power to guide and teach his 
people—pointing them to the way home to God. Guiding, teaching, and discipling—helping them 
grow on the path of true Christ-followers. 

• Share a time in your life when you knew God had sent someone to guide you on your path. 
 

When the Word is the satellite that gives guidance to our internal core GPS, we can stay on the right 
path with God, and we can guide those we love and lead on the same path. We can pray, with 
confidence and thankfulness, “Your Word GPS, O Lord, I have hidden—stored—in my heart, that I might 
not sin against you, and that I might hear your voice, follow your leading, do your will, be your person. Then, work 
through me, O Lord, to be your GPS to all you give me to love and lead” (Ps 119:11 NIV and author’s 
paraphrase). 



What is the source for the needed power to share these important principles with those God calls us 
to love and lead? 
 
Read the Ultimate Makeover Prayer: “…that the image of Christ is completely and permanently created and 
cultivated within you—like clay in Potter’s hands and gold in Refiner’s fire—until Christ becomes unmistakably and 
radically visible in your life and relationships!” (Gal 4:19, adapted by the author from NIV, AMP, MSG). 
 
Some observations: 

• Living in this prayer results in 
a. a complete renovation, 
b. a total restoration, and 
c. a radical transformation of the entire person: spirit, mind, emotions, body, and 

relationships. 
 
This is what we need to pray for everyone God brings into our sphere of ministry to love and lead, 
especially for those who are most treasured by us! 

 
What excuses could we have for not being a GPS to those we love and lead? 

 
Who are the people you believe God might be leading you to serve as a GPS for? 

 
Are you willing to commit yourself to God’s call to be a GPS for those precious people? 

 
What do you suppose this prayer would look like in the lives of those God calls you to love and lead 
in this way? What would this prayer look like it you allowed God to work it in your own life in this 
way? 
 
 
CARE 

Adam Clarke gave some good advice for leaders whom God can use as an effective GPS for others: 
“He must treasure up those portions of God’s word in his mind and heart which speak against 
uncleanness of every kind; and that recommend purity, chastity, and holiness. The word of Christ 
should dwell richly in him. If God’s word [is] only in his [or her] Bible, and not also in his [or her] 
heart, he [or she] may soon and easily be surprised [or lured] into [overwhelming] sin.”1

                                                           
1 Adam Clark. A Commentary and Critical Notes. WordSearch Computer Bible Program. 

 Hiding the 
Word in our hearts is synonymous with memorizing the Word. Hiding, in this Scripture, means “to 



store up something of great value.”2 That’s the Word, the most valuable treasure we can have and 
share. It can mean “to wait for, to ambush someone.”3 In the context of “hiding the Word in our 
hearts,” I picture the Word as the sword of the Lord acting as a guard, a firewall, protecting our 
inner core beings from Satan and the evil, destructive, captivating world system, ambushing them 
when they come to attack, deceive, or derail us, or try to cause a hard-drive crash in our inner core 
operating system. Hiding also means “holding something, saving it for another person.”4

The memorized Word, banked in the vaults of our hearts, remains resident within us so God and we 
have it available at a moment’s notice to provide strength, wisdom, guidance, protection, or 
accountability when we need it personally and when we need to share it lavishly with those we love 
and lead. In this setting, the Word becomes like our GPS. It keeps us informed as to where we are in 
our relationship with God. It guides us with life-navigation principles through the various 
relationships, decisions, opportunities, and temptations we face; and when it is resident in our spirits 
and minds, it provides us with life-navigation principles for those we love and lead. The Word is also 
like an inner radar, guiding us to see things that are potentially good or bad and giving us wise gems 
of insight about them. 

 It’s the life-
transforming treasure that we hold dearly—a precious treasure—saving it in our hearts that we 
might give it to those precious ones we love and lead. Memorizing the Word enables us to hold it 
tightly in our hearts and not let it slip away before we have opportunity to give it generously to those 
we love and lead. Peterson translates this verse, “I’ve banked your promises in the vault of my heart so I won’t 
sin myself bankrupt” (Ps 119:11 MSG). 

 
What do you believe God is asking you to do regarding being a GPS for someone? 
 

• When should you begin? 
• Whom should you begin with? 
• What changes do you and God need make in your life to empower you for this ministry? 
• Write out your goals and game plan for how and with whom you will proceed. 

 

PRAYER 

Thanks, Lord, for being my GPS, my guiding radar. I rejoice in my priority call from you to be your 
GPS, your radar, in the lives of all those you bring into my life to love and lead with your power to 
guide and teach your people, pointing them to the way home to God; guiding, teaching, and 
discipling them on the path of true Christ-followers. Show me your goals and game plan for me in 
becoming a GPS guide for those you call me to love and lead. Empower me, Lord, to always listen 
to and follow “Your Word GPS, which I have hidden—stored—in my heart  that I might not sin against you, 
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and that I might hear your voice, follow your leading, do your will, be your person. Then, work through me, O Lord, 
to be your GPS to guide people to the way home to God; and your Spirit-piloted radar to keep them on the path of 
your plans for their lives” (Ps 119:11 NIV and author’s paraphrase). Thanks for calling me to this 
wonderful ministry! Amen. 


