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“It’s the most wonderful time of the year…” For 
many that simply isn’t true. For those who cele-
brate the first Advent, we know that there is joy-
ous hope in the preparation of the second Ad-
vent. O how I wish I had the power to encourage 
those who are bound up in the “Santa” thing … 
not that I don’t participate in the giving and re-

ceiving of gifts.  But there is something freeing in the realiza-
tion that our “remembering” the waiting in preparation of the 
first Christmas is part of Advent. In that remembering there is 
also the realization that we are again waiting, this time for 
Christ’s return. I pray that you are able to celebrate with the 
hope that is ours in Christ Jesus.  
 This newsletter is the last of its kind.  In January 2016, 
Qara will have a regular column in the Church of God Ministry 
newsletter.  I will continue to post at least monthly on Face-
Book: inviting you into conversation; reminding you of im-
portant dates that are coming up; and maybe, someone will 
write something that will inspire us all.  
 I would be remiss if I did not thank you again for your 
prayers for our family especially baby Owen. He is doing won-
derfully well, and growing by leaps and bounds. He has almost 
caught his twin in height and weight. We do not take his health 
for granted.  
 
Do remember our upcoming 2016 dates for regional meetings in 2016: 
7pm on Tuesday thru Wednesday evening service. Thursday Table talks.  
April 26-27 at Vancouver First Church  
June 21-22 at Madison Park CHOG in Anderson  
Sept 26-27 at New Covenant Church in Philly 
 I will be at the first two, at least.  I hope to see you there! 
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