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Be sure to “Like”              us on Facebook and check 

out the Qara blog.  Join the conversation!! 

MaryAnn Hawkins, Convener- Qara: CHOG 
Clergy Women 

765.641.4535 

mahawkins@anderson.edu 

Shannon New-Spangler  

is the Church of God representative to 

the WHWC Conference Planning Com-

mittee.  She is also a new mother, and 

she is the ONLY female senior pastor 

under 40 years of age.  Shannon has 

just been asked to host the Preaching 

track. I would love to see 50 people 

registered for this track.  More on this 

in the coming months. 

 

Make your reservations  
NOW!!  Get a group  
together to share  
travel and lodging.   
This is going to be  
fun … enriching …  
exciting … life 
changing! 

As I write this newsletter I am stuck in Tucumcari, 
NM due to ice and snow.  Interstate 40 is closed.  
When I am told “you can’t go that way” I immedi-
ately start asking question like “then where do I 
go?” and “when will the way be opened?” It strikes 
me that this reaction to physical inconvenience is 
not unlike many of my (our?) responses when God  
                                    closes a  door I was planning on  
                                        walking through. Maybe you  
                                         too feel that your options  
                                                have just been curt- 
                                                tailed. The words of a          
                                                        song I’ve listened to  
                                                            say it best:  
                                                            “...when you don’t  
                                                     understand; when you  
                                                 don’t see the plan, when  
                                                       you can’t trace God’s   
                                                   hand, trust his heart.”1 

                                            Just for the record: we’re  
                                                staying in a motel for the  
                                               day/night.  Good time to  
                                                get things done—and re                                             
                                                  lax a little.  I want to  
                                                     trust God’s heart …  
                                                                       scripture  
                                                tells us that God desires  
                                            what is good for us.  Amen. 
                                                      1. Babbie Mason 

 
 
How Is It  
That the Snow  
(Robert Haight) 

How is it that      the snow 
Amplifies the  silence,  
slathers the black                bark on limbs,  
heaps along the                   brush rows? 
 

Some deer have stood on their hind legs 
To pull the berries down. 
Now they are ghosts along the path, 
Snow flecked with red wine stains. 
 

This silence in the timbers, 
A woodpecker on one of the trees  
taps out its story; 
Stopping now and then in the lapse 
Of one white moment into another.                               
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